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Francophone Workshop Concerned Over EC 


Benin Minister’s Statement 
AB2501200489 Paris AFP in French 1749 GMT 
25 Jan 89 


[Text] Libreville, 25 Jan (AFP)—Guy Landry Hazoume, 
the Beninese minister of foreign affairs, arrived in Libre- 
ville today to attend the international seminar on fran- 
cophone affairs scheduled to take place in Franceville 
(southeastern Gabon), before starting an official visit to 
Gabon. Questioned on the disturbances going on in his 
country, where students and civil servants are on strike, 
Mr Hazoume said that these events were related to a 
difficult situation facine the country. Benin “does not 
have a monopoly of social disturbances in Africa,” he 
added. “The government is facing the challenge and | 
hope that in the coming days or weeks, peace will be 
reestablished,” he said. 


Workshop Ends 26 Jan 
AB2701195089 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 26 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] The Franceville Francophone Movement work- 
shop ended today. It is therefore time to make an assess- 
ment. There is a lingering unanswered question: What will 
become of the Francophone ACP [African, Caribbean, and 
Pacific] countries after the demolition of commercial 
borders in Europe and especially after the establishment of 
the single European trade zone effective in 1993? Elvis 
Ndjanga Mafoumbi reports from Franceville: 


[Mafoumbi] Mrs (Simone Lepeng), the European dep- 
uty, who presided over the closing session, repeated: 
Have no fears. This is certainly a reassuring statement, 
but, no doubt, the Francophone Movement will have to 
suffer more, especially in this period of crisis for African 
countries that are in solidarity with France. Even if you 
persist in saying that Europe will not be a fortress, we 
Africans have our own concept of Europe. The European 
United Act causes some concern. Will dialogue be suffi- 
ciently clear with the other members of the community 
to safeguard the interests of the Francophone Move- 
ment? Whether we like it or not, the working language 
wil} be English. Will there be perfect understanding, if we 
do not just jump to the conclusion that the Franceville 
workshop was one of fear. The risks are there and very 
great indeed and the [words indistinct] continue unaba- 
ted. [passage omitted] 


Great Lakes Community Countries Meet in Kigali 
EA2901075789 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
0430 GMT 28 Jan 89 


[Excerpts] The 11th CEPGL [Economic Community of 
the Countries of the Great Lakes] conference of heads of 
state opens this afternoon in Gisenyi. Presidents Mobutu 
Sese Seko of Zaire and Pierre Buyoya of Burundi are to 
arrive this morning in Gisenyi, where they will be 
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welcomed by their Rwandan host, General Juvenal Hab- 
yarimana, who is the current president of the Commu- 
nity. The preparatory council of ministers and state 
commissioners ended its session last night. Here are 
more details from Stanislas Kanyanzira 


(Kanyanzira] At the conclusion of the meeting of minis- 
ters and state commissioners, the Burundi minister of 
foreign relations and cooperation, Mr Cyprien Mbo- 
nimpa, was elected president of the Council of Ministers 
and State Commissioners. He replaces the Zairean state 
commissioner for foreign affairs, Citizen Karl-I-Bond. 
[passage omitted] 


The council of ministers and state commissioners 
arrived at the following decisions and recommendations: 


On the budget, the council approved the CEPGL budget 
for 1989 amounting to 1,794,887 units of account. 


On immigration, the council tackled the delimitation of the 
Community border region for the purpose of the use of 
identity cards as valid immigration documents. The meet- 
ing decided to give a special authorization [words indistinct] 
and businessmen in order to promote exchanges and trade 
relations between the Community member countries. 


On education, the council asked the executive secretariat 
to carry out a feasibility study on the training of engineers 
and to provide universities with the necessary funds to 
promote the exchange of lecturers and researchers. 


On judicial problems, the council once again made an 
urgent appeal to the member countries to accelerate the 
process of ratification of agreements and conventions 
signed within the framework of the CEPGL, notably the 
convention on the free circulation of people, goods, and 
capital and on the rights of settlement. The council also 
adopted a number of terms of reference on studies for 
the founding of a regional institute of research on trop- 
ical and contagious deseases, a joint cinematographic 
enterprise, and a joint company for the transportation of 
goods and people on Lakes Kivu and Tanganyika. 


‘Security Commission’ Created 
AB2901211489 Paris AFP in French 1431 GMT 
29 Jan 89 


[Text] Gisenyi (Rwanda), 29 Jan (AFP)—The presidents 
of Zaire, Rwanda, and Burundi have decided to create a 
“Tripartite Security Commission,” aimed at ensuring 
the security of the three states in the face of any possible 
subversive attacks, it was learned today at the end of the 
11th summit of the three member states of the Economic 
Community of the Great Lakes (CEPGL). “Any aggres- 
sion or subversive attempts on one member state of the 
community will call for the immediate reaction of the 
two others,” it was indicated from official sources. 
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This commission will meet quarterly and will work 
under the chairmanship of the current chairman of the 
conference of heads of state of the CEPGL, it was 
since yesterday in Gisenyi, in northwestern Rwanda. 


Presidents Mobutu of Zaire, Pierre Buyoya of Burundi, 
and Juvenal Habyarimana of Rwanda reaffirmed that 
ue ann ‘ally collective ity, scone 
priority within the CEPGL. They undertook concrete 
to di thin their eslen “our 
subversive organization,” or “any subversive activity” 
likely to jeopardize the external or internal security. 


The conference also decided to create a regional institute 


of engineers to be based in Rwanda. 


The three heads of state renewed their support for the 
urgent convening of an international conference on the 
debt of Africa, which will allow for the establishment of 
0 SG SNS AEE See SS eee. 


Furthermore, they expressed delight over developments 
in the situation in southern Africa, which would lead to 
the implementation of UN Resolution 435 on Namibia's 
independence. However, they called for “vigilance on 
the part of the international community” so that 1989 
will actually be the year of that territory’s independence, 
in accordance with the established timetable. 


Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko was chosen as the current 
chairman of the community for 1989. 


SADCC Council of Ministers Meet in Luanda 
MB3001202489 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 30 Jan 89 


[Text] The SADCC Council of Ministers began meeting 
in Luanda this afternoon in preparation for the annual 
consultative conference with donor countries and orga- 
. ti 


Speaking on behalf of the Angolan Government, Trade 
Minister Dumilde Rangel spoke of the importance of 
SADCC and the need for financial resources to achieve 
self-sufficiency, regional economic integration, and 
development of international economic relations, as 
outlined by SADCC. 


The meeting is being held behind closed doors. However, it 
has been learned that the first three points of the agenda 
have been dealt with. They cover the preparation of the 
consultative conference, the report from the committee of 
experts, and the Nordic countries’ initiative. 
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OAU Secretary on Namibia UN Force Size 
AB2601 140289 Dakar PANA in English 1825 GMT 
25 Jan 8&9 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 25th January (PANA): The secre- 
tary general of the OAU, Mr Ide Oumarou, on Wednes- 
day expressed dissatisfaction over recommendations to 
reduce the size of the military contingent that will 
supervise the process towards Namibia’s independence. 


In a press release received by the Addis Ababa bureau of 
PANA on Wednesday, Mr Oumarou said the recommen- 
dations of the UN secretary general “only took into 
account the ions of the permanent members 
of the Security Council” who have insisted to reduce the 
size of the contingent to 4,000 instead of 7,500, as had 
been fixed during ion of Resolution 435 in Septem- 
ber 1978. At that time, the OAU secretary general added, 
the Security Council “was guided by the concern for 
regularity, freedom and credibility of the electoral pro- 
cess in Namibia” which led it to fix at 7,500 the number 
of troops to supervise the elections. 


According to Mr Oumarou, even the cost of the opera- 
tion was determined on the basis of the concern for 
regularity, freedom and credibility. The OAU said it 


pest to costiaus his efforts to camare the inglomentation 


The secretary general also directed a similar appeal to 
the permanent members of the Security Council to 
ensure that the decolonisation process of that territory, 
which has been under the legal responsibility of the UN 
for the last 22 years, is not hampered. 


What should be avoided foremost, according to Mr 


implications for the UN and the international commu- 
nity will not be the equivalent to the financial effort 
being asked for today”’. 


*ECOWAS Remain ‘Unfulfilled’ 
34000173c Enugu DAILY STAR 
inEnglish28 Dec 88 p 5 


[Text] “Ecowas was conceived with the noble objective 
of integrating the economic, social and physical structure 
of the West African sub-region. But after more than | 
decade of existence, it is regrettable that the realisation 
of this objective largely remains unfulfilled. 


Rawlings recently during a reception he hosted in Accra 
visiting Ghana. 


poe wpe. o FR F. 
ing to the committee, decisions taken by the comm 

ity’s leaders are neither gazetted nor incorporated in 
appropriate bills for submission to national legislatures 
for approval. In the words of the committee: “As regards 
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a few of them have taken appropriate measures.” A 
ccmeasantentinainen dliediodiateiies temenainod 
uniform rates for telecommunication services within the 
region and the refusal by member states, acting indepen- 
dently to implement the decision. 


Perhaps, nowhere else is the absence of political will 
more evident as in the failure, inability or reluctance to 
achieve monetary integration in the sub-region in which 
as many as 10 national currencies are in use. This state of 
affairs contrasts sharply with the 8-year old Preferential 
Trade Area (PTA) of eastern and southern African states 
which last August introduced the PTA unit of account 
which proved a hit at the PTA trade fair held in Lusaka 
that month. This promissory note is now accepted for 
the settlement of payment for goods and services in the 
15 nation economic subregional crouping. 


Some delegates to the Banjul meeting complained that 
experts were not sent and this invariably affected the 


professionals are what ECOWAS deserves at this stage.” 
A Nigerian delegate said after the Banjul Ministerial 
Council at which it was announced that current 
ECOWAS chairman and Gambian President Dauda 
Jawara had appointed a 45-year-old Sierra Leonean 
lawyer, Abbas Bundu, to succeed Modu Munu as 
ECOWAS executive secretary next January. 


- All these are not to discount the achievements recorded 


so far by ECOWAS in its 13 years of tortuous existence. 
Some include the signing of the protocol on free move- 
ment of citizens in the sub-region and that on industrial 
development, fostering peace and good neighbourliness, 
as well as working out modus operandi for the trade 
liberalisation scheme. Others are harmonising West Afri- 
can highway codes and introducing the ECOWAS 
“brown card” which facilitates inter-state vehicular traf- 
fic. Commendable progress has also been made in imple- 
menting road, telecommunications. 
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Chad 


Acheikh Ibn Oumar Addresses Former Troops 
AB2701165389 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
0530 GMT 27 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] The Chadian National Armed Forces, FANT, 
have been with the integration 2 days ago 
of 857 members of the Chadian Patriotic Front, includ- 
ing officers, noncommissioned officers, and soldiers. 
The ceremony took place at Kalait, in the Ennedi sub- 
prefecture. The head of state was represented at the 
ceremony by the minister of interior and territorial 
administration. He was flanked by the chairman of the 

ex-Patriotic Front, Acheikh Ibn Oumar; the FANT dep- 
sty commantien im chlet, Males Galeane Vestnath ond 
several military and political officers. In his address, Mr 
Ibn Oumar stressed the desire of the head of state and his 
government to strengthen the peace and unity of the 
Chadian people. Let us listen to an excerpt of Mr Ibn 
Oumar’s address: 


[Begin recording] This ceremony is a result of the Bagh- 
dad accord on national reconciliation calling for the 
integration of the Patriotic Front troops into the FANT. 
That accord was made possible by the determination 
expressed on several occasions by the president of the 
republic, His Excellency Comrade El Hadj Hissein 
Habre, to pursue a policy of reconciliation. It was also 
due to the Patriotic Front’s thoughtful decision to 
respond favorably to this call to rise above trivial tribal 
in the face of recent developments that exposed internal 
and external threats. We all witnessed these develop- 
ments. [passage omitted] 


FANT Head Chairs Bardai Military Ceremony 
AB2801213689 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 28 Jan 89 


[Text] A double ceremony was held on 19 January 1989 
at Bardai, a major town in the Tibesti region, for the 
graduation of the first military unit and for the inaugu- 
ration of the Bardai Military Academy. This important 
ceremony was attended by several major military unit 
heads, who traveled all the way up to Bardai, and by 
military unit heads stationed in the Tibesti region. The 
ceremony was chaired by the FANT commander in 
chief, General Hassane Djamous. 


Hnbre Receives Ivorian Emissary With Message 
A82801221789 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 28 Jan 89 


[Text] The head of state this morning received Camille 
Alliali, Ivorian minister of state, and (Bossey Kpala 
Leon), transport adviser to President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny. Mr Alliali briefed national press reporters about 
his mission to President Hissein Habre after the meeting. 
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[Begin recording] [Alliali] I delivered a friendly and 
brotherly message from President Houphouet-Boigny, 
president of Ivory Coast, to his excellency the president 
of the Republic of Chad. I do not know the contents of 
the message [words indistinct]. What I can say, however, 
is that this message [words indistinct] in view of the 
economic crisis, it is normal for our heads of state to 
contact each other [words indistinct] to seek ways and 
means of restoring normalcy to their countries (7by 
choosing) paths of development suitable to the develop- 
ment of their regions and peoples. [Words indistinct] 


[Reporter] Mr Minister, in regard to the plan called the 
Billecart Plan, what is the situation of Air Afrique? 


[Alliali] At the meeting of heads of state at Cotonou, the 
heads of state agreed that Air Afrique [words indistinct] 
cooperation between our countries. President Houphouet- 
Boigny charged his colleagues with seeking the means (?of 
improving) Air Afrique. A report was presented to the 
member heads of state [words indistinct] Air Afrique’s 
activities. [passage indistinct] [end recording] 


Minister Brings Habre Message to Mobutu 
AB2701214089 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 26 Jan 89 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Gouara Las- 
sou, who has been visiting Kinshasa since yesterday, 
delivered to Zairian Prime Minister Kengo Wa Dondo a 
message from President E] Hadj Hissein Habre to Mar- 
shal Mobutu Sese Seko. Interviewed by the press in the 
Zairian capital, Mr Gouara Lassou did not disclose the 
contents of the message he delivered. He said, however, 
and I quote: The excellent relations between the two 
countries—Chad and Zaire—prompted President His- 
sein Habre to send this message to his Zairian elder 
brother, unquote. 


Congo 


President Sassou-Nguesso Promoted to General 
AB2901210489 Libreville Africa No | in French 
1830 GMT 29 Jan 89 


[Text] The PCT Central Committee fourth extraordi- 
nary session ended today in Brazzaville. At the end of the 
proceedings, President Denis Sassou-Nguesso was pro- 
moted to the rank of general. Vive-Roger Ebe reports 
from Brazzaville: 


The Central Committee made this decision in consider- 
ation of Colonel Denis Sassou-Nguesso’s military career. 
This career was described as brilliant, and it enabled the 
Congolese Army to follow its course of evolution. The 
Central Committee recalled that from 1973 to this day, Col 
Denis Sassou-Nguesso has preserved defense and security, 
and that as a consequence, he has transformed the Congo- 
lese Army into a modern, strong, and dynamic army. 
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This promotion will, above all, raise the ranks of a large 
number of Congolese Army officers, who have so far been 
halted at the rank of colonel. Since the promotion of 


general's gold braid during a military parade. The Central 
Committee adopted the preparation procedures for the 

upcoming party congress and fixed the work schedule for 
the i> one from 6 February until the holding of the 
congress, scheduled for 26-31 July. 


Sassou-Nguesso Interviewed on RSA Relations 
LD3001235189 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1815 GMT 30 Jan 89 


(“Facing the Public” program: interview of Congo Pres- 
cs Dee eee Se eee Eee 
Antenne-2 Television; Jean-Pierre Angelier of LE 
MONDE; Phillippe Mudry of LE FIGARO; Ralph Pinto 
of France Inter; moderated by Gilbert Denoyan, in 
Brazzaville, date not given—live or recorded; question- 
ers identified where possible] 


assayed parte contiendl Plated 06 Drndtons, tao i 


you, but also from the South Africans. 


[Sassou-Nguesso] First, | believe that this problem had 
to be solved by negotiation. The parties i 


of goodwill made their contribution to the solution to 
anyone being jealous. 
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declaration. It was even applauded here, and we believe 
that with the end of the war in Angola and the indepen- 
dence of Namibia, we must expect an end to the system 
of apartheid in South Africa. 


[Correspondent] Do you expect a response that, never- 
theless, is slow in coming, because for the time being 
there is no tangible sign to corroborate the speech made 
here in Brazzaville. 


[Sassou-Nguesso] It seems to me that there still have not 
been signs, not even the release of Mandela, because it 
was thought that Mandela's release was imminent, and 
that this could have been a great gesture. 


[Correspondent] Yes, Mandela’s release was expected by 
the end of the year. 


[Sassou-Nguesso] We have not seen Mandela released, 
and again this morning anti-apartheid militants in South 
Africa were reported to have been sentenced. These are 
not the signs that we were expecting. 


[Benyamin] So does this mean that you are disappointed 
with South Africa’s attitude, Mr President? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] For the time being, we want to carry the 
Brazzaville and New York accords through to the end. It 
seems to me that there are no signs on the part of South 
Africa that show ill will, but if a gesture were also to be 
made to accompany these efforts toward eradicating apart- 
heid, it would be very well received. Let us not yet use big 
words like disappointment, and so forth, but let's say that 
we are waiting for this process to come from South Africa. 


[Correspondent] So, Mr President, this first gesture 
could be a very quick one: the release of Mandela? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] If you like. 


[Mudry] There are some countries that have already cho- 
sen to conduct an open dialogue with South Africa, African 
countries such as the Cote d'Ivoire or Zaire. Do you 
believe it is a good thing to hold open contacts with South 
Africa, or do you think that the African countries should 
remain reserved to show Pretoria their disapproval? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] We believe that the best thing would 
be to adhere to the positions of the OAU, which, in that 
respect, are very clear. 


[Sassou-Nguesso] But in the expectation that things start 
to happen on Pretoria’s part? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] Absolutely. 


[Correspondent] If things start to happen on Pretoria’s 
part, how do you think that the Africans, black Africa, 
should react to such developments? Is it possible to 
contemplate saying, for example, that if apartheid disap- 
pears in South Africa, South Africa could join the OAU? 
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[Sassou-Nguesso] But South Africa is an African coun- 
try. South Africa is an African country. We want, we 
demand the end of apartheid in South Africa, or the 
establishment of a multiracial society in South Africa, 
freedom, and . | believe that it would be very 
important for South Africa, the people of South Africa, 
whether they be white, black, mixed race, or Indians. It is 
very important that South Africa get rid of apartheid and 
establish contacts with the other African peoples. That is 
what is expected: a developed African country entering 
into relations with the others, those of southern Africa 
and the other peoples of Africa. [passage omitted] 


[Pinto] Mr President, in a South Africa without apart- 
heid, can the white “1inority be guararteed that it will 
not be completely excluded and that it will no longer 
have any role to play in the country? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] But no one has ever said so. Mandela 
himself made a historic statement on this subjert. There 
is no confusion. 


[Correspondent] Despite the years, nothing has deterio- 
rated to the extent that this point will, in fact, be 
reached? There is no question of ghettos? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] There is no sign to indicate this, as far 
as I know, no sign to indicate this. 


[Denoyan] [passage omitted] Things are moving. Is there 
not, I would say, here also a glasnost effect, a Gorbachev 
effect? Is the development of the system in the USSR not 
bringing about more conciliatory positions here as well? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] What do you mean by here? 
{[Denoyan] In the region. 


[Sassou-Nguesso] In the region. Are you still talking 
about issues of peace? 


{[Denoyan] Exactly. 


[Sassou-Nguesso] One cannot deny the fact that the 
rapprochement between the United States and the Soviet 
Union has brought important signs of peace, not only to 
those two regions, but to the world as a whole, and this is 
felt in all regions of the world, I believe—not just this 
rapprochement, but also the important decisions that 
have been made by the CPSU general secretary. That is 
obvious. 


[Correspondent] To contir:e Gilbert Denoyan’s ques- 
tion: All the same it would be difficult indeed to imagine 
Angola and Cuba embarking on this process without the 
direct approval of Moscow? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] No, one should not treat questions of 
people and states as if they were without a personality of 
their own. The people most affected by this question are 
the Angolans. It is the Angolans who waged a long and 
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very hard liberation struggle. I do not believe it would be 
very serious of us to affirm that such a process could start 
up seriously without the Angolans themselves first, then, 
certainly, the allies and other friends who can provide 
this or that support, this or that consideration. But | 
believe that it starts with the Angolans. 


[correspondent] What do you think of Mikhail Gorba- 
chev personally? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] As leader of the USSR? 
[Correspondent] Or as a man? You have met him. 


[Sassou-Nguesso] I have not met him yet, but as leader of 
the USSR, I think that he is a great personality who has 
a sense of the state, a sense of history, and who leads his 
country with a very high sense of responsibility. 


[Correspondent] There are several African countries 
including your own that contributed to the settlement of 
the Angolan conflict. Now that there is a period of 
reconciliation, it seems that Africa also has a role to play, 
not only the Angolan sides, but also certain African 
countries. There was yours, there is Gabon, there is also 
Cote d'Ivoire. Was there the beginning of a multicountry 
dialogue at Franceville? Is that dialogue dead? Does 
Africa, do these African countries still have a role to 
play, and what role, in national reconciliation? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] Well, I believe that the role was 
acknowledged first by President Dos Santos. President 
Dos Santos acknowledged that role, and I think that he 
intends to have a certain number of African leaders play 
it. I am convinced that he will keep his word and act to 
this effect. 


[Correspondent] One has the feeling that things are no 
longer moving. 

[Sassou-Nguesso] That is only an impression. 
[Correspondent] It is only an impression? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] The contacts that are made at the leve! 
of leaders are not always made in the street. 


[Correspondent] So things are moving? 
[Sasou-Nguesso] I think so. [passage omitted] 


[Correspondent] How do you consider the development 
of cooperation, of the cooperation policy of France? 


[passage omitted] 


[Sassou-Nguesso] Let us take Europe. We have always 
considered that it should be possible to effect a real 
contract of solidarity between Europe and Africa for 
development. Personally, I believe in such a project: that 
Europe, Europe, which is the closest continent to Africa, 
which has a very.... 
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(Correspondent, interrupting] Historically and culturally? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] [Words indistinct] ...past with Africa, 
multiple ties. I have always thought it was possible. 


[Correspondent] Do you feel that things are progressing 
in that direction? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] Alas, not yet, not yet. You spoke of 
France; I do not want to skirt around the question. 
France, however much it would like to, cannot tackle 
Africa’s problems on its own. We are aware of President 
Mitterrand’s words on this subject: in Cancun and at 
several French-African meetings, President Mitterrand 
has always expressed a very clear point of view on these 


explosion 
1992—because we feel that more and more the states of 


Europe are seeking the agreement of the 12 before they 
act in one way or another. 


[Correspondent] We also have our problems in forging a 


[Sassou-Nguesso] Well, Europe should then fuse together 
and effect a contract of solidarity for development with 
Africa. I think that is a project that is worth launching. 
[passage omitted] 


[Correspondent] Mr President, 10 years ago, Congo 
proclaimed itself Marxist. Today it is difficult to find 
references to Marxism in Brazzaville. Is it the practice of 
power that has made you change? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] What reference do you want, what do 
you mean by reference? 


{Correspondent} Well, for example, potraits of Lenin are 
nowhere to be found today. 


[Sassou-Nguesso] You would find them if you return. 


[Correspondent] Very little. There is the impression that 
you have in fact changed? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] Yes, but it ‘s not because of a portrait 
On a street corner that you judge the consistency of 
people’s convictions. It is not in this way that people 
should be judged. 


[Correspondent] Perhaps it is through the nostrums sup- 
plied, for example, by the IMF to certain states, who in fact 
are also Marxist-inspired in their proclaimed political 
ideology, let us say. Perhaps this is what leads a state. 
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[Sassou-Nguesso] Yes, but no one has the right to live 
outside reality. It is the balance of power that makes 
people dance to one tune or another. No one can live 
outside the reality of this carth. 


[Correspondent] I think we must judge the policy that is 
followed, and I think that any impartial observer can see 
that Congo’s policy in the economic field has changed 
over the years, and that Congo has with great courage 
recognized certain mistakes that were made in the eco- 
nomic field. I am thinking, for example, without going 
into detail, of the privatization of some enterprises, the 
scaling down of the bureaucracy. 

[Sassou-Nguesso] Yes, but what is the question. 


[Correspondent] The question is: Why were you forced 
to change? 
[Sassou-Nguesso] It was never said that Marxists should 
not recognize their mistakes. On the contrary, their scen- 
tific analysis, the realities, mean that they must recognize, 
they already have the courage to recognize their errors and 
to correct them. I think it is to their credit. 
[Correspondent] Is Congo currently negotiating a new 
agreement with the IMF? What is the position? Nor- 
mally, it would be signed soon. Will this be the case? 


[Sassou-Nguesso] No, we are negotiating with the IMF. 


[Correspondent] Mr President, the last westion, if you 
will: A year ago, we came to see you for a “Facing the 
Public” broadcast. I recall that at the time there was talk 
that there was opposition in certain regions of Congo, 
and that you had difficulties. What is the opposition’s 
position today? How is democratic life being experi- 
enced inside Congo? 

[Sassou-Nguesso] No, you should not talk of regions 
when five bandits, five criminals commit an act in some 
corner of the country, in France or anywhere—This does 
not mean a region. It is a problem, a small adventure that 
occurred without leaving any trace, I state, without 
leaving any trace in the region, in the district, and even 
less so in the country— no traces, and if you had time, I 
would permit you to make your own enquiries. No traces 
were left. The democratic system is advancing. We are 
preparing our party congress for July. After the congress, 
there will be elections for people’s power, the National 
People’s Assembly, communal, regional and district elec- 
tions with no problems. You will be able to verify it. 
[passage omitted] 


Gabon 


* New Petroleum Field To Open in Jan 1989 
34190050b Librevilie L'UNION in French 2 Nov 88 p 6 


[Article by Louis de Dravo, special correspondent to 
Rabi Kounga: “Rabi-Kounga Oil Field: Oil Will Flow in 
January 1989") 

[Excerpts] In January 1989, the crazy venture in the dense 


equatorial forest of Rabi Kounga, about 20 minutes from 
the oil city of Gamba as the crow flies, will be partially 
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completed. Actually, the long-awaited oil from this large 
deposit discovered in our country will start to flow in 
January. This is what Mr Andre Dieudonne Berre, chief 
executive officcr of Shell-Gabon, disclosed to the minister 
of national defense, veteran affairs, public security and 
hydrocarbons, Mr Julien Mpouho-Epigat, who visited the 
south and north sites (managed respectively by Shell- 
Gabon and Elf-Gabon) on October 28-29. 


The minister of hydrocarbons was accompanied by a 
large delegation including, ameng others, the governor of 
the Ogooue-Maritime Province, Gencral Andre Matteya; 
the chief executive officer of Shell-Gabon; iiic general 
director of hydrocarbons, Mr Samuel Dossou-Aworet; 
and Gen Audre Nzong; not only did the minister see for 
himself what huge amount of field work had been 
accomplished, but he could also ascertzin on location 
that oil will actually begin to flow on 15 January 1989. 
Mr Julien Mpouho-Epigat was given a foretaste of what 
was awaiting him on the huge Rabi Kounga site (an area 
some 14 km x 4 km) during a brief presentation made by 
a Dutch technician in charge of operations at Rabi. 
According to this technician, the pipeline that will carry 
the oil from Rabi to Gamba was completed by Shell- 
Gabon around mid-September 1988. The pipeline, he 
said, is 135-km long and is ready to receive crude oil 
from the Rabi Kounga deposit. In other words, Shell- 
Gabon is waiting for its partner, Elf-Gabon, to finish its 
own pipeline that wiil carry Elf-Gabon's share of the oil 
to its Cap Lopez terminal. That is a total of over 210 km 
of pipeline through the forest, the savannah, swamps, 
rivers, and the sea. 


After these explanations, the minister and his delegation 
inspected the tanks that will receive the oil and convey it 
to Gamba. The minister of national defense, veteran 
affairs, public security, and hydrocarbons could see for 
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himself what financial effort had been made by Shell- 
Gabon. It represents investments in excess of 100 billion 
of our francs. The minister ended his round of the 
facilities at the terminal, located only about 100 m from 
the huge receiving tanks. [passage omitted] 


When the visit to the installation ended, Mr Mpouho- 
Epigat, before expressing his impressions, was again 
given some explanations on the operation of the site, 
which is expected to be fully operational by January 
1990 at the latest, i.e., i year after the start of operations 
at Rabi. The assistant site manager, Gabonese engineer 
David Guembhit, also disclosed that production would 
reach its maximum stabilized capacity of 120,000 bar- 
rels per day early in 1990. 


By mid-afternoon, the minister's delegation left Rabi 
Kounga for Port- Gentil where, on 29 October, it visited 
the Rabi north site, managed by Elf-Gabon. There v 
not much to see as most of the work takes place in 
bush. Nevertheless, to satisfy his curiosity, Mr Mpc. 
Epigat made a round of the Elf-Gabon terminal at C.., 
Lopez (Port-Gentil). It is at this north site that ihe Rabi 
oil carried by the 210-km long pipeiine will arrive 
starting in mid-January 1989. To make this production 
increase possible, Elf-Gabon once again had to make 
considerable investments in transport, storage, and ship- 
ping facilities for the Rabi oil. To begin with, Elf started 
both the renovation of its facilities and the construction 
of new tanks. Its objective is to assign some tanks to 
Mandji oil and others to Rabi oil. This, an Elf technician 
explained, will be the goal of the additional Rabi devel- 
opment stage, which will increase production capacity 
from 80,000 to 120,000 barrels per day. Here, too, the 
investments made considerably exceeded 150 billion of 
our francs. [passage omitted] 
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Ethiopia 


Rebel Forces Report Combat Activities 


4 Dead in Gonder Region 
EA2801 102589 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Tigrinya to Ethiopia 1545 GMT 
27 Jan 89 


[Text] Members of the People’s Army of the Tigray Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front have attacked enemy troops around 
(Wekin) and Dabat in Gonder Region. In the fighting, 
which took place on 24 January, four WPE soldiers were 
killed and three others captured. Our comrades also seized 
six Kalashnikov rifles, one automatic weapon, and a large 
quantity of ammunition. The frightened enemy launched a 
heavy shelling of civilians in the area after the attack. 
During this fascist bombardment, the WPE troops killed 
two women, one old man, and two children who had been 
relocated under a villagization program. One house was 
burned along with its contents. 


200 Fatalities Cited 
EA2901202489 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 0400 GMT 
29 Jan 89 


[Excerpts] Comrades of the Ethiopian People’s Demo- 
cratic Movement [EDM] attacked and inflicted heavy 
losses on the first battalion of the 133d Brigade of the 
WPE Army, which was moving from (Dodoma) Town to 
Denkez, in (?Arbaya) District in Libo Province, Ingoner 
Region on 22 January, killing or wounding 200 and 
capturing 30 WPE soldiers. [passage omitted]. 


The heroic EPDM combatants also captured 58 Kalash- 
nikov rifles, an (Ico) machinegun, a [word indistinct] 36 
rpg’s, over 13,000 rounds of ammunition, and 5 hand 
genades. [passage omitted] 


Oromo Rebels Kill 405 
EA2701200189 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 1500 GMT 27 Jan 89 


[Text] The Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) has disclosed 
that it carried out a successful attack and crushed ene ny 
troops stationed at Debre Zeit in Gojam region [western 
Ethiopia]. A statement issued on 18 January said that the 
OLF had killed 405 WPE troops and captured 10 others. 
Among those captured are Abebe Berhanu, commander of 
the defeated troops, and Yenie Mot Alemu, first secretary 
of the WPE in the area. The OLF says it seized 210 
assorted weapons, an immense quantity of explosives, one 
radio communications set, and other valuable items. 
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EPLF Claims ,ictories 
EA3001 182489 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinva 0400 GMT 30 June 89 


[Text] The heroic EPLF People’s Army has attacked an 
enemy force stationed at (Miladmante) near May (Dima) 
in southwestern Eritrea. The attack was carried out from 
0300 until 0330 on 77 'anuary. 


Our combatants put 19 enemy trooops out of action. 
Seven were killed, 10 wounded and 2 captured. One 
{word indistinct] and (?six) Kalashnikov rifles were also 
seized. 


In another military engagement the day before the attack 
at (Miladmante), our People’s Army and zonal forces 
attacked and repulsed an enemy force which had 
advanced from Mek’erka to (Denagum) to harass people 
ir the northern zone. Ten enemy troops were killed and 


-10 u..ers wounded. The enemy was forced to return to 


their base after the humiliating defeat. 
Kenya 


Government Rejects Sudanese Border Claims 
EA2801184989 Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 
28 Jan 89 p 1 


[Article by Gray Phombeah: “Sudan Claims Kenyan Soil”) 


{Excerpts} The Sudanese Government yesterday laid 
claim to a portion of Kenya’s northern-most territory, 
but offered to discuss the issue with the Kenyan Gov- 
ernment. But the minister for foreign affairs and inter- 
national co-operation, Dr Robert Ouko, flatly rejected 
the Sudanese claim and offer of talks. 


The Sudanese Embassy was reacting to an exclusive story 
carried by the KENYAN TIMES yesterday revealing the 
existence of a map of Kenya, which apportions a huge 
chunk of the country to the Sudan. In a tough two- 
sentence statement, Dr Ouko said: “The Elemi Triangle 
is an integral part of Kenya and that is the way it will 
remain. Kenya does not discuss its territory with any- 
body through the press.” [passage omitted]. 


A statement issued by the Sudanese Embassy in Nairobi 
said: ‘The Sudan Government believes that the one and 
only border-line delimiting the borders between Kenya 
and the Sudan is the straight line known as the 1914 
Uganda Line. Furthermore, the Sudan Government con- 
siders the 1938 agreement allowing Kenya to administer 
part of the Sudan territory as void.” However, the 
statement said the Sudan Government was willing to 
negotiate an amicable solution to the border issue with 
Kenya. The statement, signed by the Embassy’s charge 
d’affaires, Mr Ali Yousif, said the joint Kenya-Sudan 
Border Commission, a body formed in 1977, was well 
acquainted with the issue. 
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Mr Yousif said his embassy’s reaction was prompted by 
the Foreign Ministry's assertion that the KENYA 
TIMES story “contained the Kenyan official position 
regarding Kenya’s international borders with the 
Sudan.” Earlier, Mr Yousif presented us with the Sudan 
Government's official map of their country in his office, 
which includes the Elemi Triangle as part of Sudanese 
territory. Mr Yousif, who is now the acting Sudanese 
ambassador, said yesterday morning: ‘Our stand is well 
known to Kenyan authorities and the Kenyan stand is 
known to us.” [passage omitted] 


Former MP Discusses Questioning by Police 
EA2801183589 Nairobi THE STANDARD in English 
28 January 89 p I 


[Article by Enock Nnjili: “Harassment Should Stop, Says 
Rubia’’] 


[Excerpt] The immediate former MP for Starehe, Mr 
Charles Wanyoike Rubia, yesterday said that citizens 
should be encouraged to express their views freely with- 
out fear of being harassed by some party officials or 
anyone else. He pointed out that views of citizens could 
be accurately judged when expressed freely. 


Speaking at his Nairobi office, Mr Rubia told reporters 
he discussed “all sorts of issues” during Thursday's 
interrogation conducted by Nairobi police. He said that 
he presented himself to the police officers at about 8:30 
am, after he was summoned, and stayed until 5:30 pm, 
when he was allowed to return back home. He said that 
during this time he was allowed an hour for a lunch break 
at 1:30 pm. 


Mr Rubia said he was asked whether he had any com- 
ment to make on the demonstration by city hawkers 
which took place the day before he was summoned. 
“They wanted me to throw some light on the issue since 
I was a public figure,” he said. Other areas covered he 
said, included his personal relationship with some 
former and current members of Parliament, as well as 
other government officials. He pointed out that during 
the questioning he was constantly assured that he was 
not under arrest, but only required to clarify certain 
issues and his involvement. 


Mr Rubia noted that apart from the exercise being long, 
he was not shown any signs of hostility by the officers 
who were questioning him. His views on the political 
climate both in Nairobi and the country generally, were 
among some of the other issues that were raised during 
the eight-hour interrogation, Mr Rubia said. [passage 
omitted] 


*Minister Aringo Interviewed on Luo Status 
34000132b Nairobi THE WEEKLY REVIEW in 
English 25 Nov 88 pp 10-11 


(“The WEEKLY REVIEW Interviewed Mr Peter Oloo 
Aringo in his Office This Week”’} 


[Text] [WEEKLY REVIEW] At the Siaya demonstration 
last Saturday you led the people in condemning Raila 
Odinga for his involvement in dissident activity. But you 
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also said he had been misled by other forces that would 
wish to discredit the Luo community. Which forces did 
you have in mind? 


[Aringo] Our stand against dissidents, whether they call 
themselves Mwakenya, the Kenya Patriotic Front or the 
Kenya Revolutionary Movement, is very clear. We reject 
in toto these groups because essentially they are political 
subversives committed to the overthrow of the govern- 
ment by force. This is contrary to everything I stand for 
and our people stand for. Therefore, when we condemn 
strongly Raila Odinga, we are doing so because he has 
joined these groups that want to use unconstitutional 
means to oust the legitimate and popular government of 
Kenya. So there is absolutely nothing new in that state- 
ment. 


[WEEKLY REVIEW] One gets the impression from 
certain statements made by you and some of your 
parliamentary colleagues that you consider Odinga and 
his ilk in the Luo community as merely victims who have 
been manipulated by a certain community. 


{Aringo] The history of this country is well known and 
it’s clear that at the time cf independence there were 
certain political alliances in which the Luo played a 
major part. But it’s also true that in the arrangement we 
felt cheated and were left out in the cold. For this reason 
we're certainly grateful for the manner in which Presi- 
dent Daniel arap Moi has fully rehabilitated the Luo in 
the mainstream of national politics and enabled them to 
play a part alongside other people in developing the 
country and improving the living standards of our peo- 
ple. I don’t want to dwell too much in that history. It is 
pretty obvious that the present commitment to nation- 
alism is the only way to consolidate the gains of our 
independence. 


[WEEKLY REVIEW} Is there any justification for recent 
claims that there is an attempt to pull the Luo into political 
alliances that might be opposed to the government? 


[Aringo] Yes. The leaders of Mwakenya are largely a few 
wealthy tycoons. Self-declared ones like Andrew 
Ngumba in Sweden, who claims to be the leader of 
Mwakenya. But there are the silent ones in and outside 
the country who siphoned off large sums of money to 
destabilise the country. These are the people who would 
like to use some misguided young people, either Luo or 
any other people. But I have to speak for the Siaya people 
so that they are not misled by this small group of tycoons 
in and out of the country. 


[WEEKLY REVIEW] On the statements that people like 
Raila Odinga have been misled by these people: Don't 
you consider him the !eader of a certain dissident move- 
ment or faction in his own right? 


[Aringo] It’s quite clear he was simply misled by a certain 
group, and I am not surprised because his credentials as 
a leader do not exist. What I did emphasise in Siaya was 
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the commitment to nationalism and that Kanu repre- 
sents nationalism. The issue of dissidents is not a Luo 
issue, were dealing with it as a national issue. But we 
have taken a stand to tell our people the direction we are 
going as a people, and that’s the direction of nationalism. 
We have to tell our people to be on the lookout so they 
are not taken for a ride. And every leader has a respon- 
sibility to tell his own people the same. 


[WEEKLY REVIEW] There have been suggestions by 
Luo leaders that the community has been specially 
targeted by dissident activists. 


[Aringo] They want to take advantage of the Luo nature 
and flair for democracy and free discussion. There’s a 
large number of trained Luos fairly open and outspoken 
and I think somebody is taking advantage of this char- 
acter in the Luo and hoping he could mislead them. And 
that is why we have to take a stand and warn them. 


[WEEKLY REVIEW] When the Luo leaders gets so 
concerned about the image of their people now as 
opposed to the time they were out n the cold, is there a 
latent feeling that you are still under suspicion? 


[Aringo] The Luo people are totally and fully rehabili- 
tated in the mainstream of national politics, so there’s no 
question of looking over our shoulders. That is probably 
the greatest achievement under the Nyayo leadership. 


[WEEKLY REVIEW] What else has the community 
achieved in the past 10 years? 


[Aringo] There is a complete about turn in Luo politics. 
There is complete unity amongst the people and amongst 
the leaders for the first time. But at the same time our 
agenda has changed. We are fully preoccupied with remov- 
ing the various contradictions that have hampered devel- 
opment in our society. And we are facing our people to tell 
them what to do in order to liberate ourselves from poverty 
and to fully take charge of our destiny through proper 
management of economic resources. We have fertile land, 
adequate rainfall and human resources that, if properly 
guided, can transform Nyanza into the granary of Kenya. 
We have addressed the provision of health services— 
Siaya, Kisumu and South Nyanza have the highest infant 
mortality rate in the country. There is the question of 
environmental health. For example, malaria has been 
eradicated in many parts of the world, but it is the biggest 
killer in Nyanza, killing many more people than AIDS. 
And then we used to be the intellectual capital of Kenya, 
but the standards of education have declined. That is 
another agenda for our leaders. The agenda has changed 
from the politics of opposition and confrontation to the 
politics of development. 
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*MPs Charge Somalis F Poachers 
34000131c Nairohi SUNDAY NATION in English 
8 Dec 88 pp 1, 24 


[Article by Charles Kimathi: “Poachers Paid by Somalis, 
Say MPs”) 


[Text] Members of Parliament from North Eastern Prov- 
ince yesterday accused Somalis of financing banditry 
and poaching in Kenya. 


They charged that the Somalis, who had entered Kenya 
illegally were using their wealth to undermine the gov- 
ernment by collaborating with the underground Mwa- 
kenya movement. 


“The aliens have obtained (Kenyan) identification cards, 
birth certificates and passports by false means with the 
collaboration of a few greedy and unscrupulous 
elements,” the MPs said at a press conference at which 
they also the government to roundup all the 
Somalis living in Kenya illegally. 


Mr Ibrahim M. Salat (Fafi), Mr Nasir M. Arte (Ijara), Mr 
Salah A. Nuno (Lagdera) and Mr A. R. Santur (Nomi- 
nated) held a press conference at Parliament Buildings. 
Mr Salat read a statement on behalf of all the MPs in the 
province although five of them were absent. 


The MPs said their statement was in support of Minister 
of State Hussein Maalim Mohamed’s remarks on for- 
eigners recently at a public meeting. 


They said the foreigners fled their countries and deeply 
penetrated Kenya’s social, political and economic circles 
“with a far-reaching objective of causing a rift between 
the Kenyan Somalis and the government. 


“The aliens are known to have ventured into large 
commercial enterprises such as transport, import and 
export, clearing and forwarding, thus amassing a lot of 
wealth through dubious means such as drug racketeering 
and smuggling of foreign exchange,” the MPs said. 


“They have planted seeds of discord among peace loving 
Kenyans by preaching tribalism and sectionalism to 
meet their selfish ends.” 


The MPs would not, however, disclose the names of the 
people they suspect to be involved in the illegal activities. 


They urged the government to repatriate the aliens after 
confiscating their identification yompeers They also 
suggested MPs Kanu officials and the publi be co-opted 
in the exercise to screen the aliens. 


The government should also withdraw trading licences 
and cancel work permits held by the foreigners. 
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The North-Eastern MPs said that an appeal they had 
made recently to indigenous Kenyan pastoralists from 
the province to go back to their districts had been 
misinterpreted. 


Genuine businessman and farmers who owned buildings 
and were trading legally had been forced to abandon 
their properties and their children had to discontinue 
their education because of the misinterpretation. 


“We shall be on the forefront in defending the peace, 
stability and the law and order prevailing in this 
country,” they declared. 


The MPs said all Kenyan Somalis supported, and were 
loyal to, President Moi, the government and the ruling 
party Kanu “in the true spirit of the Nyayo philosophy of 
peace, love and unity.” 


The Somaiis nad obtained large sums of money from the 
country’s banks and financial institutions to finance 
their businesses, at the expense of the genuine and 
indigenous Kenyans. 


*Moi Dissolves Associations Over Fare Hikes 
34000132a Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
3 Dec 88 pp 1, 24 


[Article by Ogola Muga] 


[Excerpts] President Moi yesterday dissolved the Matatu 
Vehicle Owners Association [MVOA], the Kenya Coun- 
try Bus Owners Association [KCBOA] and the Matatu 
Association of Kenya. 


The president instructed the Registrar of Societies, Mr 
Joseph King’arui, to deregister the associations immedi- 
ately. The ban also covers cooperatives affiliated to the 
three organizations. 


President Moi was addressing the nation from the Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport after his arrival from 
Arusha, Tanzania, where he attended a 2-day PTA 
(Preferential Trade Area) meeting. 


He said from now on, each matatu or bus owner should 
look after his interests individually without resorting to 
associations. 


The president said recent proposals made by the Kenya 
Country Bus Owners Association for a fare increase of 
117.3 percent was totally uncalled for. It was meant to 
exploit wananchi. 


He said the Nyayo Bus Service makes a profit without 
resorting to fare increases. He asked why the bus owners 
thought this was necessary while the price of chasis had 
been brought down in the last budget. 
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President Moi asked whether MVOA’s existence was 
necessary when Matatus continued to “kill Kenyans 
while the association does nothing about it.” 


Soon after, Mr King’arui cancelled the registration of 
MVOA KCBOA and the Matatu Association of Kenya. 
MVOA has over 80,000 vehicles and a membership of 
30,000. 


In his cancellation order, Mr King’arui says the societies 
become unlawful within the meaning of the Societies Act 
(Chapter 1080 of the Laws of Kenya), and that all their 
activities must stop forthwith. 


The law provides severe penalties for any person who 
continues to manage, assist in the management, remain a 
member, or attends any meeting of the societies after it 
has been banned, he added. 


Mr King’arui warned members of the societies that any 
person conducting activities in connection with them 
would be prosecuted. [passage omitted] 


The deregistration of the associations follows a unilateral 
decision by KCBOA last Tuesday to put up fares for all 
routes in the country. 


Announcing the fare increases surrounded by 25 mem- 
bers from the general committee of KCBOA, Mr 
Muthumbi said the association had taken the unilateral 
decision because the Ministry of Transport and Commu- 
nications had failed to respond to their requests to raise 
the fares from 23 cents per kilometre to 76 cents. 


But the next day, the Minister for Transport and Commu- 
nications, Mr Kenneth Matiba, cancelled the new fares. 


Mr Matiba told the bus owners they had no legal power 
to increase bus fares unilaterally because the fares were 
controlled by the Transport Licensing Board. 


In announcing the fare increases, Mr Muthumbi had 
argued that a bus costs Sh1.7 million, instead of 
$h400,000 a few years back. The current price, Mr 
Muthumbi said, includes comprehensive insurance and 
other licences. 


He also said the prices of spare parts had risen by more 
than 150 percent since 1982, while manufacturers had 
also increased the prices of their products by the same 
margin. 


“Firestone company raised the price of tyres by about 10 
percent in July, and we met the ministry officials the 
same month asking for a fair increase but there has been 
no response,” Mr Muthumbi said. 


But Mr Matiba told the bus owners on Wednesday that 
an inter-ministerial committee was looking into matters 
affecting the transport industry. 
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Mr Matiba said the government was concerned about 
survival of the public transport system. 


“They should not, therefore feel they have been 
neglected and take a unilateral decision which hurts the 
public.” 


During the Easter holiday, president Moi accused 
MVOA of plotting to blackmail the government by 
refusing to bring back workers from upcountry. 


The president warned the association that should they 
“perpetrate this callous and antisocial act,” he would 
deregister the association. 


The March, Matatu operators all over the country went on 
strike, paralysing the country’s public transport system on 
claims that they were being harassed by the police. 


Somalia 


New Defense Minister Named in Reshuffle 
EA3101120189 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
0330 GMT 31 Jan 89 


[Text] A statement released last night by the Office of the 
President of the SDR announced a reshuffle in some of 
the country’s ministries and new appointments to some 
of the Armed Forces top posts. 


(Hussein Abdurahman Hussein Mahan), who was the 
attorney general, is named minister of defense of the 
SDR. Brigadier General (Mohamed Siad Morgan) is 
named deputy defense minister. 


Brigadier General (Mohamed Siad Moslah) is named 

commander of the Ground Forces. 

Admiral (Hussein Abdalla Umar Idmarinis) is named 

commander of the Navy and coastal defense. 

Brigadier General (Mohamed Nur) [name indistinct] is 

named commander of the Air Force. 

Brigadier General (Siad Daud) is named deputy Air 

Force commander. 

(Adan Abdullahi Nur), who was the minister of defense, 
is named minister of information and tourism [word 
indistinct}. 

(Mohamed Abdi Robleh) is named deputy minister of 
(tourism). 


Siad Addresses National Assembly Session 
EA2901204089 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
0330 GMT 29 Jan 89 


[Text] The SDR People’s National Assembly [word 
indistinc] the People’s Hall in Mogadishu in extraordinary 
session last night at the request of Mohammed Siad Barre, 
secretary general of the SRSP and SDR president, to 
discuss crucial issues affecting the best ways to solve 
problems facing the country’s development and social 
programs—issues vital to the implementation of the 
country’s administrative and legal procedures designed to 
promote sound working [words indistinct] national unity. 
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Addressing the session, Mohammed Siad Barre, the SDR 
president, said it was imperative for the memebers to 
debate these issues and urged individual members to air 
their views frankly and honestly. He went on to say that it 
was only in this way that we would be able to arrive at 
solutions to our problems. He called on ail the members of 
the SDR People’s National Assembly to express their 
views democratically and to give first priority to national 
issues and those affecting the interests of our society. He 
reminded the MP’s of the important responsibility vested 
in them by the nation and that it is the duty of the party, 
government, and Parliament to serve the nation’s interests 
as best they could. He said they should always serve the 
people with patiotism, natioalism, and devotion. 


The extraordinary session of the SDR People’s National 
Assembly, which ended last night, democratically and 
patriotically debated all the issues under review. Siad 
praised all the members present for the excellent way 
they had expressed their views, adding that it was the 
sacred duty of every one of us to serve the nation 
selflessly and without fear or favor. 


Tanzania 


Government ‘Unaware’ of RSA Power Grid Plan 
EA2601213189 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1900 GMT 26 Jan 89 


[Text] The government said today that it was unaware of 
a plan by the South African Boer regime to construct a 
major power grid to link 15 PTA-member countries, 
including Tanzania. A Foreign Ministry statement said 
today that Tanzania was not involved in any plan with 
the Boer regime. The statement said the speculation had 
emanated from two newspapers published, respectively, 
in South Africa and Zimbabwe, which had quoted a 
manager of a South African electricity company as 
saying that his country planned to construct a major 
power grid to link PTA member states. The papers also 
said the South African electricity company had already 
made contaci: with 10 of the 12 southern African 
countries about the plan, and that Tanzania was one of 
the countries contacted. 


AIDS Reportedly ‘Spread All Over’ Country 
EA2501101689 Dar es Salaam External Service 
in English 0400 GMT 25 Jan 89 


[Text] Morogoro: It has been confirmed that the 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome, AIDS, has 
spread all over Tanzania. Tanzanian AIDS control 
experts say epidemiological information gathered since 
1985 leads to the conclusion that the disease is well 
established all over Tanzania. According to the experts, 
AIDS cases reported from Tanzania mainland to the 
World Health Organization, WHO, by August last year 
totaled 3,718. This figure, however, represents only 
clinical cases confirmed by blood screening at a few 
health delivery institutions with screening facilities. 
Until 31 December 1988, AIDS cases globally reported 
to the WHO were 132,976 from over 130 countries. 
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Commentary Assesses Angolan Peace Agreement 
MB3101052989 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 31 Jan 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Only 6 weeks have passed since the Angolan and 
South-West African peace agreements were signed in 
New York. 


Yet, already the prediction that the agreements would 
have wide-ranging benefits for the participants, and for 
all southern Africa, is being fulfilled. Not since Nkomati 
has a diplomatic initiative in the subcontinent brought 
such immediate and dramatic results. 


The list of gains has been growing impressively as 
prospects for stability in the region improve. 


In South-West Africa, the defense force has disclosed 
that incidents of terrorism have virtually ceased alto- 
gether: the 3-month averages have declined from 700 to 
only 3. 


SWAPO itself has evidently moderated its stance since 
Dr Perez de Cuellar stated that the United Nations could 
no longer regard it as the sole representative of the 
South-West African people. 


At the weekend, Andimba Toivo ja Toivo, secretary 
general of SWAPO, committed the movement to coop- 
eration with South Africa if it should come to power in a 
general election. While striving for close economic rela- 
tions with other southern African countries, it would also 
negotiate with South Africa on membership of the Cus- 
toms Union and use of walvis Bay harbor. 


In Angola, the first—and, so far, the most substantial— 
spin-off benefit from the peace agreements was the effect 
on the ANC. The organization has been compelled to close 
down important terrorist training bases in northern 
Angola, and new bases in countries offering alternative 
sites will be much more remote. The development has been 
described as the ANC’s worst setback since Nkomati. 


During the past month, too, there have been moves to 
negotiate a settlement between the MPLA and UNITA and 
finally bring about an end to the Angolan civil war. Last 
week, a government spokesman admitted publicly for the 
first time that talks were underway. The prospect this 
opens up for greater stability for both angola and its 
neighbors has already led to talk of reopening the Benguela 
railway. 


The diplomatic gains for South Africa have been less 
tangible but perhaps even more important. As early 4s 
last November it was reported that the progress being 
made in the peace talks had been decisive in causing the 
U.S. Senate to drop legislation that would have intensi- 
fied sanctions. In southern Africa, there has been a 
definite swing away from the confrontationist spirit that 
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prevailed until a few months ago. The more moderate 
tone has led to diplomatic and economic exchanges at up 
to summit level, and the machinery that has been created 
for monthly meetings among the governments involved 
in southwestern Africa may be expected to produce new 
opportunities for expanding cooperative contacts. 


Much has been achieved. No doubt the complex process 
of putting the peace agreements into effect will create 
new problems in the months ahead, but the early signs 
are promising. 


Mobutu Visit May Mark Mandela Release 
MB3 101074089 Mbabane Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 31 Jan 89 


[Text] President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire is planning 
a first visit to Pretoria early on this year as South Africa 
makes unprecedented advances in diplomatic relations 
with black countries in the region. 


The visit may be marked by the formal release of Dr 
Nelson Mandela, the imprisoned ANC leader. 


Mobutu has expressed intevest in taking Dr Mandela 
back for a visit to Zaire. 


ANC Urges Students To Halt Violence 
MB2901092389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0830 GMT 29 Jan 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, Jan 29, SAPA—The ANC yester- 
day appealed to pupils in the townships to disengage 
from any destruction and violence on the reef, the CITY 
PRESS reported this weekend. 


Violence and damage to property has followed the 
Department of Education’s [DET] refusal to admit mat- 
ric pupils who failed last year and those over the age of 
21. The protest apparently also developed following 
DET’s decision to refuse re-admission to those who had 
failed more than once or who are allegedly political 
activists. 


“It (violence) does not in any way help pupils in strug- 
gling against apartheid education,” an ANC spokesman 
told the Africa News Organisation (ANO) in response to 
a question. “The youth must not destroy themselves but 
consolidate the victories already achieved.” 


The ANC at the same time warned that “criminal 
elements” outside schools, including students and teachers 
“‘who are anti-democracy,” could be behind acts of intim- 
idation and violence against “progressive elements” in 
schools. 


“There are those whose actions are precipitated by 
government agents and encouraged by the DET for the 
sole purpose of exercising more stringent control over 
Black pupils,” said the ANC spokesman. 
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“We call on these elements to stop their attacks imme- 
diately to allow pupils and people generally in SA to deal 
with the Black education crisis.” 


The spokesman added that those calling for a change in 
the system of education in South Africa must “not be 
obstructed.” The spokesman also pointed out that the 
basis for DET’s action lay in “the original aim of Bantu 
education’’—to deny Blacks the right to skill and higher 
training. 


ANC Reiterates Threat to White Areas 
MB3001063689 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 30 Jan 89 


[Text] ANGOP reports that ANC’s Umkhonto we 
Sizwe’s [Spear of the Nation; ANC military wing] Chief 
Chris Han has once again threatened in Lusaka to extend 
the urban war to white areas. He pointed out that his 
commando forces would essentially direct their attacks 
on strategic installations to make the whites feel the 
existence of the war in the country. 


RSA Envoy Denies Involvement in ANC Attack 
MB3001103289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1020 GMT 30 Jan 89 


[Text] Canberra, Jan 30, SAPA—South Africa’s ambas- 
sador to Australia, Mr David Tothill, today ridiculed 
allegations that a South African “hit team” was respon- 
sible for the shotgun attack on 28 January on the home of 
an African national Congress representative in Sydney. 


Mr Tothill today told SAPA details of the alleged attack 
were not clear, but said the ANC representative, Mr 
Eddie Funde, had claimed that an unknown gunman had 
fired a shotgun round at his front door. No-one was 
injured in the shooting. 


Ambassador Tothill said a number of media organisa- 
tions, using the words “hit team,” had approached him 
for comment with regard to the allegation that the SA 
Government was in some way responsible. 


“Perhaps the representative thought that because his 
organisation dedicated itself to the violent overthrow of 
the lawfully constituted South African Government, 
flinging an accusation of this nature at the government 
would drag it down to the ANC’s level in a sort of 
‘brothers in arms’ connection.” 


The idea of a South African hit team was “laughable” 
because “my government does not do that sort of thing.” 


He said the incident had made “big news” in Australia 
and that he had given three television interviews and 
several radio interviews today denying South Africa's 
involvement. 


New South Wales Police were investigating, but no 
details had been made public. 
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Natal Violence Severe Pupil 
MB3001075689 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0700 GMT 30 Jan 89 


[Text] Schools in the Shongweni and Mpumalanga area 
are facing severe shortages of pupils because of the 
continuing black-on-black conflict in the region. 


A meeting was held in Shongweni this weekend to 
discuss the situation which had led to virtually empty 
schools in this and neighboring areas. At a senior pri- 
mary school in Shongweni, for example, only five pupils 
have registered for schooling this year. This morning’s 
NATAL WITNESS reports about 300 people, mostly 
parents and elders, attended a meeting in Shongweni to 
talk about a solution. 


One of the problems discussed, which [words indistinct] 
as a serious issue elsewhere as well is that the pupils who 
leave their home areas are refused permission to the 
schools in the places where they seek refuge. Many 
children are simply not going to school at ail. 


People at the meeting agreed the school issues could not 
be settled until the political violence was resolved. They 
set up a committee to investigate what is to be done to 
start negotiations between the two sides. 


Ciskei-Transkei Dispute Continues 


Pik Botha Offers To Mediate 
MB2701162289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1559 GMT 27 Jan 89 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 27 SAPA—The minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha, today called on Transkei and 
Ciskei to exercise restraint following Ciskei’s warning of 
impending war between the two homelands. 


Mr Botha further offered the South African Govern- 
ment’s services as mediator for possible talks between 
Ciskei and Transkei. 


In a statement to SAPA he said he had conferred with his 
ambassador to both homelands, who “were in tough with 
both the heads of state concerned. 


“The South African Government trusts that the Repub- 
lic of Ciskei and the Republic of Transkei will both 
exercise restraint. The South African Government will 
gladly act as mediator should the two governments so 
desire,” said Mr Botha. 


Ciskei’s directorate of communications today warned 
that “advanced intentions” by military councils to 
invade Ciskei “were in the pipeline.” 
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It said in a statement that Ciskeians should be aware that 
the status-quo between Transkei and Cickei, that existed 
between September 1986 and September 1987, when 
relations between the two governments were strained, 
still existed. 


“This impending war situation, act of aggression and 
Ciskei’s geographical situation of having common bor- 
ders with our neighbouring countries, leaves us with no 
alternative but to apply stringent security measures,” 
Ciskei said. 


Ciskei Mediation 
MB2901 192289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1848 GMT 29 Jan 89 


[Text] East London Jan 29 SAPA—Cis\ei has refused (o 
meet with South Africa and Transkei in Cape Town to 
discuss Jcicrorating relations between ihe two Xhosa 
“states”. 


The deputy director-general of foreign affairs and infor- 
mation, Mr Headman Somtunzi, today declined Mr Pik 
Botha’s invitation to Ciskeian and Transkeian heads of 
state to meet under his mediation to discuss their differ- 
ences. “Ciskei has continued to be a target of Transkei’s 
unprovoked aggression despite earlier talks, so we have 
no reason to believe these talks would achieve anything,” 
he said. 


“We are no longer prepared to attend meetings with 
Transkei at any level, as we believe this would compro- 
mise our integrity.” 


Mr Somtunzi said he feared Transkeians living in Ciskei 
would themselves become targets of Transkeian aggres- 
sion. 


“We're doing what we can to control the situation, but 
people sometimes take the law into their own hands— 
hopefully Transkei will soon come to her senses,” he 
said. 


The Transkei military leader, Major-General Bantu 
Holomisa, said today he had not yet received an invita- 
tion to the meeting. 


He declined to comment on Ciskei’s allegation that 
Transkei was planning an invasion of Ciskei, but prom- 
ised to issue an official comment later this week. 


All cars entering Umtata at the weekend were searched at 
police road blocks. 


Transkei Says Allegations ‘Unfounded’ 
MB3001122089 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 30 Jan 89 


[Text] Transkei has broken its silence over Ciskei’s 
claims of an impending invasion by Transkei’s security 
forces. Transkei’s military government says it has 
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learned of the allegation with shock, particularly as they 
come at a time when Transkei has gone out of its way to 
assure president Lennox Sebe that the military govern- 
ment has no reason whatsoever to harbor, as some 
previous regime perhaps did, feelings of ill-will against 
the people and government of Ciskei. 


The statement says when the military government took 
power in Transkei it extended the hand of friendship to 
Ciskei and other states and has been at the forefront of 
attempts to get previous Transkei administrations to 
settle their differences with Ciskei amicably. 


The statement describes the claims as an evil ploy to 
portray the present military government in a very nega- 
tive manner and goes on to say the military government 
assures the people of Transkei that the allegations of war 
with Ciskei are unfounded. 


Ciskei Orders Transkeians Out 
MB3001112389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1119 GMT 30 Jan 89 


{Excerp:] Bisho, Jan 30, SAPA—Ciskei today ordered 
that all Transkeians leave the country by March 31 
following renewed ‘:nsion between the two homelands 
and warned that tive “war” could spill into South African 
territory. 


Ciskei’s deputy general of foreign affairs and informa- 
tion, Mr Headman Somthunzi, said although his govern- 
ment had previously ordered all Transkeians to leave 
without enforcing the command, this time it was “for 
real.” The country’s security committee had been 
enrolled to identify all Transkeians living in Ciskei to 
execute the order. 


Mr Somthunzi warned people to take the order seriously 
because “the war could be on a large scale” and could 
spill over into South Africa, particularly on mines where 
citizens of both homelands lived and worked together. 


“Ciskei has had enough,” he said, adding that the action 
had been taken because of the aggressive stance adopted 
by Transkei towards Ciskei. 


He said in 1987, when there was discord between the two 
homelands, a tripartheid [word as received] agreement 
signed between South Africa, Transkei and Ciskei had 
not been adhered to by Transkei. 


Asked by SAPA's correspondent whether Ciskei’s atti- 
tude had been prompted by the attack in Umtata last 
week on Charles Sebe, brother of Ciskei President Len- 
nox Sebe, or the bombing of Ciskei’s aircraft industry 
premises near the Ciskei international airport at 
Bulembu on 26 January, he said his government had 
information concerning “the pending Transkei inva- 
sion” long before those two incidents. 
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He said he feared for the safety of Transkeians in the 
Ciskei township of Mdantsane—South Africa’s second 
biggest black township after Soweto in Johannesburg. 


Asked whether the Ciskei army had been put on the alert, 
he said the army had always been ready. [passage omitted] 


Police Report Three Deaths in 27 Jan Unrest 
MB2801063089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0617 GMT 28 Jan 89 


[Text] Pretoria, Jan 28, SAPA—Here is the official 
police unrest report as received from the SAP Public 
Relations Division in Pretoria. 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported in 
the last 24 hours: 


“In Pinetown a black man was fatally wounded when he 
was shot at by another black from out of a bus. The 
gunman and another black man were then attacked and 
killed by a group of blacks. 


“In Georgedale, a black residential area near Pieterma- 
ritzburg, a group of blacks set a private house alight 
Causing extensive damage.” 


3 Dead in 28 Jan Unrest 
MB2901065889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0654 GMT 29 Jan 89 


[Text] Pretoria, Jan 29, SAPA—Here is the unrest report 
as received from the Police Public Relations Division in 
Pretoria. 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported in 
the last 24 hours: 


“In Elandskraal, a Black residential area near Marble 
Hall, a group of Blacks hurled several petrol bombs at a 
bus, causing extensive damage. 


“In Bongolethu, a Black residential area near Oudt- 
shoorn, security forces fired a shotgun round when they 
were stoned by a group of Blacks, and wounded one 
Black man. 


“In Sweetwaters, a Black residential area near Pieterma- 
ritzburg, one Black man was wounded by shotgun fire 
and a Black woman stabbed with a knife by a group of 
Blacks. In another incident in the vicinity a Black 
woman was found with stab wounds. 


“In Nxanala, a Black residential area near Pietermaritz- 
burg, the body of a Black man was found with stab 
wounds. 


“In Willowfountain, a Black residential area near Pieter- 
maritzburg, the body of a Black woman was found with 
stab wounds. 
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“In Taylor's Halt, a Black residential area near Pieter- 
maritzburg, the body of a Black man was found with stab 
wounds. 


“On 28/1/89 at about 2227 a plastic bag containing two 
mini-limpet mines was discovered next to the fence of a 
sub station in Berea, Durban. Both were detonated 
under control by the police, and there was no damage.” 


Explosion in Durban 28 Jan 
MB2901050389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2259 GMT 29 Jan 89 


[Text] Durban, Jan 28, SAPA—An explosion shook the 
residential area of Berea, Durban, when a device 
believed to be a limpet mine went off late tonight. 


Houses in the area shook and police cordoned off adja- 
cent roads soon after 11.15 pm. 


A police spokesman confirmed the explosion. Early 
reports said there we no casualties. 


1 Killed in Davidsonville Township Violence 
MB2801 165389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1646 GMT 28 Jan 89 


[Text] Roodepoort Jan 28 SAPA—A youth was today 
shot dead in an apparent outbreak of unrest at David- 
sonville, the coloured township adjoining Roodepoort’s 
central business district, the independent Radio 702 
reported. 


The radio station quoted a police charge office duty 
officer as saying the township was “falling apart”. The 
unrest had apparently been confined to Davidsonville. 
Police have been approached for further detail. 


Viok Restricts 2 Released Detainees 
MB2401085589 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
24 Jan 89 p § 


{By Mathata Tsedu] 


[Text] Two women who were released from detention 
under the state of emergency last week following a two 
week hunger strike have been banned by the Minister of 
Law and Order, Mr Adriaan Vlok. 


They are Mrs Joyce Mashamba (39), and Mrs Priscilla 
Mokaba, both of Mankweng township. Mrs Mashamba’s 
order was signed in Pretoria on January 17 in terms of 
the order, she is prohibited from: 


—Tak t in activities of the Mankweng Civic 


AD 
—Leaving Mankweng township “at any time,” 


—Leave her house between 6pm and 6am; and 
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—Attend meetings where Government policy is debated. 


She is further ordered to report to the Mankweng Police 
Station once every day. 


Mrs Mashamba’s restriction to means that 
she cannot be with her husband, Mr George Mashamba, 
with whom she last stayed over 12 years ago. Mr 
Mashamba is employed in the research department of 
the education Policy Unit at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. 


Speaking to the SOWETAN yesterday, Mrs Mashamba 
said she would apply for the amendment of the restric- 
tion order to allow her to be with her husband in 


Johannesburg. 


“We were last together as family 12 years and eight 
months ago. Surely even this government understands 
that we are entitled to be together after this long separa- 
tion,” Mrs Mashamba said. 


The couple was arrested in May 1976 and convicted for 
political activities. Mrs Mashamba was sentenced to five 
years while her husband was given ten years. Mr 
Mashamba was released in 1986 to find his wife detained 
under emergency regulations. 


Asked how he felt about his wife’s release, Mr Mashamba 
said while they have been married for twenty years, they 
had only been together for less than eight years. 


“As a result we hardly know each other. We are still 
trying to know each other and I have to go back to Wits 
to work and she cannot even come that far,” he said. 


Mrs Mokaba, mother of the president of the SA Youth 
Congress, Mr Peter Mokaba, is prohibited from being in 
the company of more than ten people. She is also prohib- 
ited from taking part in the activities of, among others, the 
Alexandra Youth Congress. Mrs Mokaba is over forty 
years old and does not stay in Alexandra. Relatives said 
they were baffled by the Alexandra connection. 


in Attorney General’s Powers Confirmed 
MB2701 183389 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1600 GMT 27 Jan 89 


[Text] The minister of justice, Mr Kobie Coetsee, has 
confirmed that changes are to be made to the powers of the 
advocate general. He said the matter had been pending for 
some time. He added that he wasn't prepared to comment 
on newspaper reports that the powers of the advocate 
general could be extended this year so that he'd be in better 
position to combat corruption and irregularities. 


Referring to a statement by the MP for Houghton, Mrs 
Helen Suzman, that he would introduce a motion in 
Parliament to have Mr Justice J.J. Strydom removed 
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from the bench, Mr Coetsee said it was inappropriate for 
him to comment on the utterances of politicians on this 
topic. It was a matter that obviously called for proper 
and objective deliberation. 


Mrs Suzman’s statement followed criticism by the 
Johannesburg Bar Council of a sentence imposed by Mr 
Justice Strydom on a Louis Trichardt farmer. The Bar 
Council said the suspended sentence and fine on the 
farmer, who beat a black worker to death, was grossly 
inappropriate. 


Court Sentences Two on Terrorism 
MB2701152489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1401 GMT 27 Jan 89 


[Text] Pietermaritzburg Jan 27 SAPA—Two men con- 
victed in the College Road Supreme Court in Pieterma- 
ritzburg of terrorism earlier this week have each been 
jailed for 12 years. 


A third accused has been sentenced to five years, SABC 
radio news reports. 


Ntela Sikhosana, 23, and Mafi Mgobhozi, 21, have each 
been sentenced to 12 years after being found responsible 
for an attack on the Esikhawini police station near 
Empangeni. AK-47 rifles had been used in the attack. 
Mgobhozi was also found to have planted anti-personnel 
mines at the Sanlam Centre and at the post office at 
Empangeni, and another at a speed-trap outside Gingin- 
dlovu in 1987. 


Derrick Muthwa, 27, was jailed for five years after he 
was found to have possessed a firearm and an anti- 
personnel mine. The court found that while Muthwa was 
not a trained terrorist, he was a supporter of the ANC. 


Mr Justice Booysens described the acts committed by the 
accused as reprehensible. 


Editorial on Du Plessis Resignation Handling 
MB2701125989 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 27 Jan 89 p 6 


[Editorial] 


[Text] First it was Leon de Beer, National Party MP in 
Hillbrow, convicted of 70 counts of electoral fraud. 


Subsequently dropped from the party, he finally 
announced this week he would resign from Parliament. 


Then came Peet de Pontes, Nationalist MP for East 
London City. He remained defiant through months of 
Press investigations and damning findings by the Harms 
Commission into his dealings with a convicted Italian 
drug smuggler. He too has announced he will resign his 
seat, as he resigned from the NP, although he continues 
to protest his innocence. 


FBIS-AFR-89-019 
31 January 1989 


Now Manpower Minister Pietie du Plessis has quit the 
Cabinet under the most unusual circumstances, leaving 
early on the first day of a two-day Cabinet meeting. We 
have no explanation yet for his resignation but he 
Advocate-General is completing a report on dealings in 
companies in which Du Plessis and his son have an 
interest, and speculation has naturally fallen on this 
report. 


Even the SABC has joined in the speculation about his 
sudden departure, and public interest is too intense or 
either Du Plessis or government simply to brush aside. 
Du Plessis, taking an immense gratuity and a huge 
pension into retirement with him, remains a burden on 
the public purse, and the public is entitled to an expla- 
nation. Anyway, a government so buffeted by scandal 
cannot afford a cover-up. 


*Low Wheat Prices Hurt Sweartland Farmers 
34010022a Johannesburg FINANSIES & TEGNIEK 


in, Afrikaans 11 Nov 88 pp 44, 48 


[Article by Tielman de Villiers: “Swartland Wheat Farm- 
ers Have Problems”)} 


[Text] Wheat farmers in the Swartland region could be 
facing great problems in the next several years if they do 
not begin to do something now, according to a financial 
analysis by the Ministry of Agriculture’s Directorate of 
Agricultural Production Economics. 


Wheat farmers’ biggest problems at present are falling 
prices to producers, rising production costs, and falling 
net farm incomes. The new wheat price for the crop now 
in the field is 350 rands per ton. That is 45 rands less per 
ton than the price to producers for last year (FINANSIES 
& TEGNIEK 4 November 1988). 


Contributing to the rising production costs for all farm- 
ers is the latest increase of 2 percentage points in the 
prime lending rate to 18 percent per year. This means an 
additional interest burden of 200 million rands annually 
for agriculture. 


Under these circumstances the Swartland farmers are 
now being particularly hard hit. The Swartland region 
consists of the districts of Kraaifontein, Atlantis, Mal- 
mesbury, Darling, Moorreesburg, Piketberg, Porterville, 
Eendekuil, Aurora, Langebaanweg, Velddrif, and 
Elandsbaai (see accompanying map). 


The region was divided into seven areas for the purpose 
of the study. Concentrated study was done on only five 
of the areas, however: Sandveld, Koringberg-Rooikaroo, 
central Swartland, Koeberg, and Durbanville (see acom- 
panying map). 


The study was undertaken by Mr Riaan Novers. Mr 
Novers says that it should not be regarded as the last 
word on the region, however, because a study like this 
must be made over a longer period of time than | year 
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before the findings can be accepted as facts. His investi- 
gation and the results of it are valid for 1986-87. During 
his investigation he personally visited with farmers in 
representative groups. 


The goal of the Directorate of Agricultural Production 
Economics with its typical model farms for selected 
regions is to inform farmers and decision-makers about 
the course of events. On the basis of the results, they can 
make meaningful decisions. 


The 1955 Agricultural Development Program for the 

Swartland Region formed the framework for the study. It 

is considered to be exhaustive and it deals with farming 
districts. 


operations in the various farming 


It is evident from the study that Swartland farmers must 
now begin to think very seriously of crop diversification 
above all if they wish to survive. This is especially true 
since their wheat production costs in some areas are 
perilously close to their income per hectare. 


The results of the study indicate that wheat is the 
predominant farm crop in the region, followed by lupins 
and oats. Particularly in the areas of Durbanville and 
Malmesbury wheat is cultivated on a large scale. In those 
two areas the average size of a farm is 384 and 375 


hectares respectively. 


Production costs per hectare and yield per hectare 
appear to be the critical factors for farmers throughout 
the entire Swartland region. 


In Sandveld the average production costs of a typical 
farm are 321 rands per hectare. The average wheat yield 
is 1.12 tons per hectare. At 2 wheat price of 350 rands per 
ton, farmers show a gross income from wheat of 392 
rands per hectare. This leaves them with a gross profit of 
71 rands per hectare. At last year’s wheat price of 395 
rands per ton, their gross farming profit would have been 
121.40 rands per hectare. 


The average production costs in the Koringberg-Rooi- 
karoo area, which includes such districts as Piketberg, 
Koringberg, and Eendekuil, are 343 rands per hectare. 
The average yield is 1.43 tons per hectare. At a wheat 
price of 350 rands per ton, the farmers can expect a gross 
income of 500.50 rands per hectare. This leaves them 
with a gross profit of 57.50 rands per hectare. At last 
year’s wheat price, their gross income would have been 
221.85 rands per hectare. 


The average production costs in area three, which con- 
sists of central Swartland (Mooreesburg and Porterville), 
are 404 rands per hectare. The yield per hectare averages 
1.68 tons. At the same wheat price, the farmers’ gross 
income can be 588 rands per hectare. This leaves them 
with a gross profit 184 rands per hectare, contrasted with 
259.60 rands per hectare last year. 
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1. Sandveld grain cultivation 
and field grazing area 


<. Koringberg-Rooikaroo--dry 
crain cultivation area 


2. Koppiesveld, central Swart- 
land, Piketberg, and Porter- 
ville grain cultivation area 


4. Koeberg, Contreberg Malmes- 
bury, and Voorberg--high rain- 
fall grain cultivation area 


5. Durbanville, Mamreweg, 
Paardeberg, and Riebeek-- 
mixed farmino area 

* BBI--Gross Farming Income 


** NBI--Net Farming Income 


= (thousands ) thousands) | 


Debt Distribution (Medium- and Long- Net Farming Incomes (Swartland 
59 aks _ Subreaions) _ 
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, Area | 2 
Payment Outstanding Debt BBI* Total Costs NBI** 
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pro- 
yield 
per hectare amounts to an average of 1.51 tons. The 
verage gross income per hectare new 
wheat price will be 528 mangoes apr yy tye tye 
leaves them with a gross profit of 28.50 rands (96.45 
rands) per hectare. Thus, the warning lights are now 
flashing for wheat farmers. 


The area where things are going the best is Durbanville. 
There the average production costs are 517 rands per 


Area | Area 2 
Miscellaneous 5,049 12,570 
Crops 111,612 145,250 
Stock 60,372 21,758 


It is surprising that farmers have not yet generally 
recognized the value of livestock as an income-stablizer. 
On the other hand, it is also understandable that farmers 
do not want to maintain large numbers of cattle in the 
region for the simple reason that the rainy season is so 
short. While the High Veld’s rainy season extends over 6 
to 7 months, the Swartland receives all of its rain in 4 
months. The rest of the year it is dry. It is particularly 
striking that when one considers the distribution of 
medium- and long-term debt, central Swartland comes 
off the weakest. This is possibly the case because the 
farmers had contracted large debt obligations during the 
good years [see map, graphs). 


* Most Are Liberal 
34010021e Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 
7 Dec 88 p § 


[Text] The Postgraduate Manag men’ School at the 
University of Cape Town has surveyed the 
of the business and professional people who have emi- 
grated from South Africa in the past 3 years. 


The survey, carried out by Dr Piet Human and Jeremy 
Green, analysed a representative sarr-le of businessmen 
in West Cape Province. They came to the conclusion 
that emigration, about which so much is being written in 
the press, is a primarily English-speaking phenomenon 
and has a clear political coloration. 


Only 9 percent of those business managers indicated that 
they planned to leave South Africa. On the other hand, 
23 percent declared that they were uncertain, while 
two-thirds said they would remain no matter what. As 
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a gross farming income of 703 rands per hectare. This 
leaves them with a gross income of 186 rands (276 rands) 
per hectare. 


Table | illustrates the relaisonship between gross farm- 
ing income, total costs, and net farming incomes of the 
five areas. Total gross farming income as derived from 
livestock, crops, and other activities is represented in the 
graphic. Gross farming incomes for the entire Swartland 
region are given in the accompanying table. It shows that 
livestock do not contribute greatly to gross farming 
incomes in areas two and three, while they do to a great 
extent in areas four and five. 


Area 3 Area 4 Area 5 
4,930 5,140 1,277 
216,722 221,121 312,153 
34,137 136,679 285,060 


many as 91 percent of the Afrikaans speakers said they 
would not emigrate under any circumstances. In con- 
trast, 83 percent of those wanting to leave were English 
speaking. 


The majority, 60 percent, of those wanting to emigrate 
support the Progressive Party, the survey shows. Of the 
business manager” who expect that blacks will govern the 
country in their lifetime, 41 percent said they want to 
leave the country. 


Of the business managers who do not expect blacks to 
govern this country during their lifetime, 92 percent 
declared that they will stay. A large majority of the 
“emigrants” also indicated that they believed that strikes 
and unions are the oniy remaining means for blacks to 
air their grievances and that government must carry out 
further reforms to bring about economic recovery. 


Thus emigration is a purely potitical phenomenon, the 
researchers conclude. The study leaders comment on the 
paradox that those who have the most confidence in the 
success of a multiracial society and have the most power 
to influence the government to carry out further reforms 
are precisely the ones who indicated a desire to leave the 
country. 


“The response to the question, “Will blacks govern the 
country in your lifetime?’ illustrates that paradox. If 
someone believes that blacks will govern the country and 
that that is also the best thing for the country, why then 
should such a person want to leave the country? After all, 
in theory we ought to expect such people to be precisely 
the ones who would want to stay and that the others, 
those not agreeing with that statement, would be the ones 
wanting to leave.” 
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*14 Million Rand Resort Planned 
34010021d Johannesburg FINANSIES & TEGNIEK 


in Afrikaans 1! Nov 88 p 36 


[Text] A timesharing hotel costing 14 million rands, the 
largest project ever undertaken by Southern Sun Timeshar- 
ing, is being constructed along Durban's Golden Mile. 


The Palace will be 23 stories tall and stand on the 
location of the old Empres Hotel on the Marine Parade. 
Construction will be completed by the end of next year in 
time for the vacation season. 


According to Managing Director Brian Stocks, Southern 


The vacation resort will be operated by Southern Sun 
Hotels. 


It will include a total of 76 units for 2 to € people each. 
The fifth story will contain a relaxation area with a floor 
that rolls back to reveal a swimming pool with its own 
bar. 


It will be crowned by a luxury penthouse. 
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All units will be fully furnished. Kitchens will include 
microwave ovens, glassware, and crockery. 


27 Jan Press Review on Current Probiems, Issues 
MB2701 182089 [Editorial Report| 


a cabinet resigns or intends to resign, there 
should be a full and frank announcement,” points out 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 27 January 


president, Mr Chris Heunis, that Mr Du Plessis had 
resigned.” “The government we are sure, is highly 
embarrassed by the turn of events, especially as some 
opposition newspapers have been blaming it for creating 
a situation in which corruption and fraud have been 
perpetrated on a vast scale, reaching into the government 
itself. The fact that, besides Mr Du Plessis, two former 
Nationalist MP’s have also resigned in controversial 
circumstances, has caused disquiet.” “Our own view is 
that the clean government that the state president, Mr 
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P.W. Botha, promised remain intact. If there are indi- 
viduals who have not observed the standard he has set or 
expect from them, then their activities have been, or will 
be. fully prob« * either by commissions of inquiry or by 
the courts. The public therefore, has no need to fear that 
corruption is endemic, as opposition newspapers allege. 
Nevertheless, the need for vigilance and for action, 
where needed, must remain of paramount concern.” 


THE STAR 


Power Undermines Good Goverament—“Manpower 
Minister Pietie du Plessis may be gone fromm the Nation- 
alist hierarchy and from parliament, but the damage is 
done,” says Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 27 
January in a page 10 editorial. “He is just the latest 
sensation in a long story of alleged misuse and abuse of 
image President Botha sought for his administration 
after the Information Scandal in 1978.” “Unfortunately, 
the rot has not been confined to politicians, but appears 
to have extended into the ranks of officialdom. Mr Botha 
is not directly responsible for any abuses of colleagues or 
officials, but he must take the rap for not immediately 
acting to ensure his administration's integrity.” “As his 
power has grown in leaps and bounds over his decade in 
office, so has his ability to control abuses diminished. 
The government has been in power too long. Power has 
undermined good government. Absolute power is under- 
mining it absolutely.” 


SOWETAN 


Cut Defense Spending, Increase Poverty Aid—‘The sug- 
gestion made by two University of Cape Town acade- 
mics, Francis Wilson and Mamphela Ramphele, that the 
government should cut defense spending by half and set 
aside 10 percent of public funds for poverty relief cannot 
be overemphasized,” urges a page 6 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg SOWETAN in n English on 26 January. Taxpay- 
ers are “funding an unwinnable war,” their children die 
for an “indefensible” system “destined to crumble 
sooner or later.” “If apartheid were to be removed from 
this country’s statute books, South Africa could do with 
far less than haif the resources currently stationed on the 
northern borders of this country and elsewhere within.” 
“The thousands of children who roam the streets with no 
homes an no schooiing would not be the menace they are 
to society.” “They would be contributing to the techno- 
logical development of the country. They would be 
building the nation and giving us reason to hold our 
heads hi¢h among our international counterparts.” 


Judge's Ruling on Farmers Appalling—A page 8 editorial 
in SOWETAN on 27 January confirms “Progressive Fed- 
eral Party member Helen Suzman’s intention to move for 
the removal of Mr Justice J.J. Strydom from the bench has 
our fullest support in this newspaper. We were appalled 
when we learned of the lenient sentence passed by Mr 
Strydor., on the two white farmers who killed a black farm 
laborer because he had ran over and killed two dogs.” “We 
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reject the factors Mr Strydom took into account in mitiga- 
tion of sentence. They were lousy and unacceptable. The 
removal of Mr Strydom from the bench will hopefully 
restore the credibility of South Africa’s judicial system, 
particularly in the eyes of blacks, who have lost all confi- 
dence in it. The position taken by the Johannesburg Bar 
Council on the matter is also commendable.” “Hopefully, 
the motion by Mrs Suzman will be given serious attention 
by the authorities.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Force Cannot Build Confidence in Currency—“The estab- 
lishment of a special team by the Reserve Bank to 
investigate foreign exchange fraud is the right step, albeit 
in the wrong direction, if it at least succeeds in shedding 
further light on the extent of and source of the problem,” 
asserts Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 24 
January in a page 10 editorial. “Experience everywhere 
shows that still tighter restrictions on the outflow of 
capital from South Africa will not work. Zimbabwe, for 
example, has virtually prohibited disinvestment in an 
attempt to retain what little foreign capital it has. Fur- 
ther restrictions there, as here, were necessitated by the 
failure of previous restrictions which in themselves were 
a warning to investors that it was better to have their 
inoney outside the country’s borders.” “Confidence in 
the currency cannot be built by force or decree any more 
than confidence in the country could be so attained.” 


Cynicism To Hold Election Near Delimitation—A second 
editorial on the same page notes that “amid all the 
political uncertainty occasioned by President P.W. 
Botha’s illness, one issue appears to have emerged with 
reasonable certainty: there will not be an early general 
election. Before Mr Botha suffered a stroke, National 
Party politicians and newspapers were waging a deter- 
mined campaign to whip up support for a snap election 
before the scheduled redelimitation of seats was com- 
pleted.” “While it is government’s prerogative to choose 
an election date, within set parameters, that suits the 
ruling party, it would be the height of cynicism to send 
the electorate to the polls only months before a redeli- 
mitation.” “A redelimitation could drastically change 
the boundries of existing constituencies and create new 
ones. It could even produce a situation in which a 
by-election is held for a parliamentary seat which had 


disappeared.” 


Government Plays ‘Churlish Games’ With Opponents— 
“Whether government likes it or not, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu is head of the Anglican Church in 
Southern Africa,” says CAPE TIMES on 25 January in a 
page 10 editorial. “To grant him a passport for only 6 
months is not only petty and spiteful, it is also short- 
sighted. It will be regarded as vindictive, as indeed it is, 
in the rest of the wo.'d and will further tarnish South 
Africa’s image abroad.” “The government should stop 
playing these churlish games with political opponents 
who get under its skin. Archbishop Tutu, whose church 
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province includes countries beyond South Africa's bor- 
ders, should be given a 5-year passport so that he can 
travel freely without the bureaucratic bother of renewing 
the document every 6 months.” 


TRANSVALER 


Carnegie Conclusion on Poverty One-Sided—“‘At times 
one can only shake one’s head over the boundless naivete 
of academics, a naivete that makes one wonder if they 
are deliberately malicious or simply unable to under- 
stand and accept their own prejudice,” observes Johan- 
nesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 25 January in a 
page 6 editorial. “The second Carnegie investigation into 
poverty in South Africa sees the light this week, and the 
prima facie impression is that of hasty conclusions based 
on political preconceptions. The conclusion on black 
poverty is one-sided, an extreme example of oversimpli- 
fication, and constantly heard from radical political 
platforms: Apartheid is the great culprit.” “It fails to see 
the constant poverty and misery of the Third World 
 \ere apartheid has never been a factor, and the indis- 
putable fact that a growing number of the so-called 
‘victims of apartheid’ are making great financial progress 
within the structures of the system.” 


DIE BURGER 


Carnegie Report Lacks Objectivity—Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans on 25 January in a page 14 
editorial notes “the fact that the difference between the 
wealthy First World and the impoverished Third World 
in South Africa is an enormous problem has been long 
known.” “The second Carnegie investigation into pov- 
erty has tried to indicate where exactly the problem lies. 
The report contains much useful material.” “Unfortu- 
nately, objectivity and scientific discipline suffers as a 
result of the constant barbs aimed at the government.” 


BEELD 


Corruption ‘Epidemic’—“Every country has its corruption 
quota, but what is happening in South Africa lately borders 
on epidemic proportions,” claims Johannesburg BEELD 
in Afrikaans on 25 January in a page 6 editorial. “This 
phenomenon over the past year has cast a shadow over 
homeland governments, local authorities, businessmen, 
and leading national politicians. Still it is not at an end as 
the Harms commission exposes rathole after rathole.” 
“There is only one solution: transgressors and cabinet 
members found guilty must be punished without mercy.” 


DIE REPUBLIKEIN 


Authority Transfer With Pride—‘“The SWA transitional 
government’s intention to step out on their own initia- 
tive and time is not only logical, in terms of the provi- 
sions in Security Council Resolution 435, but also will 
end the successful manner in which the transition to 
independence was conducted,” notes Windhoek DIE 
REPUBLIKEIN in Afrikaans on 24 January in a page 4 
editorial. “When the authority of the state, in terms of 
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the provisions in Resolution 435, is handed to the 
administrator general, it will be done with pride that a 
goal has been accomplished. Although the transitional 
government did not always comply with government 
etiquette of national unity, there was a continuous 
undertone to reach as far as a possible extent of greater 
unity.” “The transitional government will be recorded in 
history as the institution that led SWA to a threshhold of 
self-determination. Like the epoch-making travel to the 
moon, the ‘crew’ itself will take the last strides.” 


Parity Comes to Namibian Politics—‘‘With the dissolu- 
tion of the SWA transitional government, an extent of 
parity is being reached in SWA/Namibian politics,” 
claims a second editorial on the same page. “Each party 
involved in first-tier government can now go to voters, 
equally seen as the outsider. This parity would first be 
carried through to each of the country’s parties with the 
abolition of second-tier authorities. Another prerequisite 
to this parity is an absolute equality of S‘VA/Namibia 
parties in the United Nations’ eyes.” 


28 January Press Review 
MB2801 163589 [Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


State Should Appeal Judge Strydom’s Sentence—“‘It is 
never easy to assess whether sentences imposed by a 
court are too lenient or too harsh,” says a page 6 editorial 
in English in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN on 28 Janu- 
ary. “We accept that in the main the courts, with all the 
evidence at their disposal, are in a better position to 
judge the nature of a crime, the extenuating circum- 
stances, if any, and the appropriate sentence. There are, 
however, exceptional cases where the public concern, or 
sense of outrage, over a sentence appears justified. This 
was the case recently when a farmer involved in the 
death of a labourer received a seemingly very lenient 
sentence.” THE CITIZEN details the December 1987 
incident in which two white farmers beat a black laborer 
to death. Justice J.J. Strydom’s sentence for the farmers 
included a suspended 5-year sentence, a monthly stipu- 
lation to the deceased’s widow, and a fine payable in 
monthly installments. ““We do not for a moment ques- 
tion the bona fides of the judge. But this is one case 
where the sentence appears to be grossly inadequate. We 
hope that, even at this late stage, the State will apply for 
leave to appeal against the sentence.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Let Courts Test Criticized Articles—‘‘One assumes that the 
reason why Mr Stoffel Botha, minister of Home Affairs 
and Communication, took greater pains than usual to 
explain his latest threat against four alternative newspa- 
pers was because he believed that every right-thinking 
South Africa—given the facts—would agree with his 
action,” believes Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 
26 January in a page 12 editorial. “What the minister did, 
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however, was to emphasise again the subjective standards 
and lack of objective realism that governs the govern- 
ment’s approach to newspapers whose perspectives of 
South African life are at variance with its own.” CAPE 
TIMES reports Minister Botha quoted articles from the 
four publications “which he said contained allegations” 
that the SAP kills “anything black”, the SADF kills chil- 
dren, and President P.W. Botha supports violence. 
“Admittedly, it is all strong stuff. But while many people— 
including ourselves—may disagree decisively with the tone 
and nature of such comments, that is not to condemn them 
as being wholly without substance.” “Mr Botha says that 
excerpts such as those he quoted promote the breaking 
down of public order, stir up feelings of hatred or hostility 
towards the security forces and promote or foment revo- 
lution or uprisings. If that is so he should let justice take its 
normal course and have the articles tested in court, where 
the judgement can rest on a rational test of the facts and 
not on the tunnel view of Pretoria. If the truth is as simple 
as the Minister proclaims it to be, then he should have no 
difficulty in getting convictions. Should he fail, however, it 
could have a healthy, sobering effect on his own belief in 
what is self-evident about the South African situation.” 


National Party Resignations Raise Questions—“The res- 


ignation within 48 hours of two senior Nationalists, 
including a cabinet minister, amid allegations of abuse of 
position poses a number of questions,” says a second 
editorial on the same page. “Clearly the recent spate of 
disclosures surrounding questionable behaviour by top 
Nationalists must disturb Mr Botha, enhancing the spec- 
tre of a party that has grown careless and arrogant 
following four decades of unbroken rule.” “Mr Botha 
obviously does not want to be remembered as the head of 
state presiding over the most corrupt administration in 
NP history. To ensure against that possibility he must 
not allow vested party interests to get in the way of full 
disclosure.” 


DIE BURGER 


SWAPO Loses Special Status—‘“Insurgent warfare by 
so-called national liberation movements’ has become 
more of a propaganda struggle rather than a success 
through armed violence,” says a page 14 editorial in the 
Johannesburg DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 26 Janu- 
ary. “Both the ANC and SWAPO came off second best in 
the military field, and are now evidently more taken up 
with isolating South Africa by promoting their propa- 
ganda struggle at international forums than any thing 
else. In this regard, SWAPO appears to have suffered a 
great setback in the recommendation by UN Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar that it cease to be 
favored by the world body. "Equal treatment of all 
parties in SWA will necessarily mean that SWAPO will 
no longer be recognized as the only true representative of 
the people of SWA, and may no longer be financed by 
United Nations.“ "If the UN treats SWAPO as it ought 
to do in the future, in accordance with Dr Perez de 
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Cuellar’s instructions, this would also encourage the 
internal democratic Namibian parties to defeat SWAPO 
at the polls in the elections preceeding independence.“ 


BEELD 


No Need For Flashy Parliament Opening—‘The 
announcement that the ceremonies at the official open- 
ing of parliament next Friday [3 Feb] are to be toned 
down is to be welcomed by all,” states an editorial on 
page 8 of the Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 27 
January. “The apparent reasoning behind the decision is 
that it would be inappropriate in the absence of the state 
president who is recovering from a mild stroke. This 
raises the question whether there is still any justification 
for this annual display in the present economic situation 
facing the country.” ““For many years now the man in the 
street has had reason to be concerned at excessive state 
spending and the lack of visible signs that the govern- 
ment is also concerned about the matter. He can rightly 
ask why he is always being told not to be extravagent 
while the state apparently does nothing to set an example 
and live within its means. It is also a matter of priorities. 
A flashy opening of parliament—just like the extensions 
to the Presidency in Pretoria—is certainly not anywhere 
near the top of the list of this country’s priorities.” 


DIE REPUBLIKEIN 


Discrepancy In SWAPO Refugee Figures—The Wind- 
hoek DIE REPUBLIKEIN in Afrikaans on 25 January 
says in a page 4 editorial that “the alleged difference 
between SWAPO and UN High Commissioner for Ref- 
ugees’ [UNHCR] figures on refugees and their status was 
as predictable as the reappearance of Halley’s Comet. 
The implementation of Resolution 435 has brought 
SWAPO and its host countries, the Frontline States, to 
the moment of truth. While in the past propagandistic 
cries about the numbers of refugees have been heard, the 
time has now come for the verification of each individ- 
ual refugee. Propaganda had it that Angola was the 
haven for 69,000 refugees from Namibia. Now it is 
beginning to appear that the actual number could be as 
low as 16,000.” “‘The time has come for the return of 
refugees under Resolution 435. But this also gives the 
UNHCR the opportunity to investigate every individual 
refugee in relative peace.” 


Smaller UNTAG Increases Responsibility—A page 4 
editorial in DIE REPUBLIKEIN on 26 January notes 
the “reduction in the size of the UN Transitional Assis- 
tance Group [UNTAG] becomes possible through 
peace—the peace the DTA [Democratic Turnhalle Alli- 
ance] has been striving for over the past 10 years.” “This 
force can see to it that the transition process takes place 
in a completely orderly manner and that the eventual test 
at the ballot box complies with all the requirements of 
fairness. The larger the force, the better the monitoring. 
Seen in that light, the news of the reduction of the force 
was not exactly the best possible news. The transitional 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


force must provide the guarantee that Namibian inde- 
pendence satisfies every international requirement. The 
eventual victor must win on merit. This is what the DTA 
plans to do.” “The reduction of the transitional force, 
however, places a tremendous responsibility on all the 
parties involved in the independence process. They 
could also help by running on merit alone, and resist 
opportunism and election trickery.” 


30 January Press Review 
MB3001 113489 [Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Big Business Demancs Left-Wing Alliance—‘‘We think 
maneuvers for new party are becoming quite farcical”, 
says Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 30 
January in a page 6 editorial. “But then to bring such 
disparate parties as the PFP, the Independent Party, and 
the National Democratic Movement, plus the fourth 
force of verligte [enlightened] Afrikaners together, is also 
farcical.” “The PFP, the senior founding party in the 
proposed new party, make it known they want Dr De 
Beer to be the leader.” ““The PFP have a set of principles 
with which the others never agreed—for if they did, they 
would have been PFP members.” “Now if you put them 
all into a political frying pan we don’t think you would 
find the resulting concoction very appealing.” ““The only 
thing they have in common is that they favor a non- 
racial, multiparty democracy.” “The fact of the matter is 
that this getting together of such unlikely bedfellows is 
being demanded by big business interests that have been 
funding the three parties singly, or together.” “The time 
has arrived for the PFP to tell these interests that the 
PFP is not up for sale, nor is it prepared to be forced into 
a shotgun marriage with big business holding the gun.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


P.W. Botha Wraps Government in Shame—“Bribery and 
corruption are criminal offences, and the remedy is to 
enforce the laws which make them so,” says Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY in English on 30 January in a page 
6 editorial. ““The demand from the NP establishment for 
more laws and for wider powers for the advocate general 
is a smokescreen which will have the effect of hiding 
corruption and shielding the corrupt.” “This has been 
vividly demonstrated by South African experience under 
President Botha.” “He came to office proclaiming a 
belief in ‘clean government’, but among his earlier 
actions was to try to conceal the findings of a commision 
of enquiry which had uncovered corruption, and when 
that failed, to sack the commissioner.” “Scandals in 
government have been numerous.” “All this began when 
President Botha sent to the nation the plain message that 
he would rather sack a judge than let the truth come 
out.” “He tried to wrap South Africa in secrecy but he 
has instead wrapped it in shame.” “The way to repair the 
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damage is not to make new laws on top of the old, butto | “His cold-blooded murder at his Soweto surgery is a 
enforce the law.” ““A government which does not do that reflection of one of the most shameful characteristics of 


is plainly unfit to govern.” the society we live in. What on earth would qualify a 
man of Dr Asvat’s caliber for this type of death—any 
SOWETAN type of death, for that matter. Three versions have so far 


been advanced of what was suspected to be the motive 
Asvat Killing Reflects Shameful Society—Johannesburg _for his killing. First it was robbery, and secondly assas- 
SOWETAN in English on 30 January in a page 6 sination by the system, or political rivals. Now a new 
editorial says “it is hard to believe that one of the — twist has emerged. His death has been linked to his 
nation’s heroes, Dr Abu Bakar Asvat, will not be report- treatment of a youth, or youths, who had allegedly been 
ing for duty at his surgery this morning to do what he __ sexually molested where they had taken refuge at a 
used to love most in his life—treating destitute patients | church house in Soweto.” ““We won’t tell the police how 
and sharing their suffering and frustrations with them.” to do their work.” 
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Angola 


UNITA Announces ‘Major Initiative’ 
MB3001173389 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 30 Jan 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Angolan rebel movement, UNITA, has cho- 
sen today to make what it seems is a major initiative to 
end the civil war. All UNITA’s representatives in Europe 
have been meeting to discuss the proposal, and a top 
level delegation is going round to publicize the offer. It 
comes just over a week after reports of informal contacts 
with the Luanda government, which until then had 
insisted that it would not talk to UNITA. The delegation 
is being led by the chairman of UNITA’s Foreign Affairs 
Commission, Tony Fernandes, who is now in London. 
Robin White asked him what’s been proposed: 


[Begin recording] [Fernandes] If MPLA is willing to 
reciprocate on the ground, UNITA is going to call for a 
cease-fire. It requires 24 hours for me to get in touch with 
President Savimbi, who is in Angola, and tell President 
Savimbi that on my contacts abroad I have heard that 
MPLA is willing to reciprocate, and in 24 hours Presi- 
dent Savimbi will call for a cease-fire in Angola. 


[White] So, you are hoping that some MPLA represen- 
tative, somewhere, will get in touch with you now. 


[Fernandes] Exactly. If not in touch with me, they can 
put up a statement. They have ministers going every- 
where. They have got ambassadors in all these countries. 
Then we want them to put up a statement, saying that if 
UNITA is putting cease-fire, they will reciprocate. And 
will do it. 


[White] Is this the first time that UNITA has made this 
offer? 


[Fernandes] Yes. To MPLA, yes. Directly, is the first 
time. We have offered a cease-fire to the Cubans, and 
that cease-fire on a gentlemen’s agreement is holding. 


[White] Why have you made this offer now? 


[Fernandes] Well, we make this offer now as a good 
gesture to give a direct contribution to the process of 
peace and national reconciliation in Angola. 


[White] What prospects do you have that the MPLA 
might respond? 


[Fernandes] Well, we think that the MPLA must 
respond, should respond, because the situation is not 
good for them. We are proposing the cease-fire on a 
stronger position than MPLA. MPLA today is very 
weak. Militarily speaking, they are losing their friends. 
The Cubans are leaving. They have started the process of 
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withdrawing the Cubans. We know the strength of 
MPLA. We know that have have got much to gain when 
they start talking ton UNITA than just continuing the 
war that they cannot win. 

[White] You are also losing your friends, the South 
Africans. And fhany people might argue that you were 
going to come up with this offer because yourselves are 
in a weak position. 


[Fernandes] No. I think that now UNITA is in a position 
to prove that all that we have been saying in the past— 
that we have been winning the war physically—was true. 


[White] Some people might also say that you are rather 
good at propaganda. You could have making announce- 
ments like this to try and prove to the world that you are 
the goodies, when in fact the opposite is the case. 


[Fernandes] (?Where is the) difference? The difference is 
that we never say that journalists cannot come and visit 
us, while on the other side the journalists cannot go to 
war fronts. 


[White] But they do go to war fronts. 


[Fernandes] No, they don’t. They go some where. Today 
I met a journalist in London who told me what happened 
when she went to Cuito Cuanavale. So, they are not 
allowed to move freely at the battle zones. We take all 
our journalists who wish to go to battle zones, to see what 
is happening, to see who is fighting. 


[White] There have been some reports that UNITA itself 
is in bad internal problems, with a good deal of internal 
friction and power struggle going on. 


[Fernandes] Well, I think it is normal for MPLA the 
moment that the Cubans are leaving, at the moment they 
know that it will not be possible to continue fighting all 
the time, to start trying to weaken UNITA, putting out 
all this nonsense, all these statements. UNITA never 
lived with dissensions and divisions. 


[White}] These reports center around the figure of Tito 
Chingunji, who is the No. 4 man in your organization, 
who is said to be in trouble with Savimbi, and that even 
his life might be in danger. 


[Fernandes] It is not true. It is nonsense. Tito is there. I 
met him a few days before I left. I reached London. I 
brought even letters he wrote himself to his friends here 
and elsewhere. Tito is OK. Tito wants to be left in peace 
in order to take up his job. That’s all. When people start 
feuding and talking about Tito, talking Tito, he is not 
going to have the necessary peace to deal with his work. 
He is the deputy secretary general of UNITA. 


[White] It is said that some people who were close to him 
have actually been killed. 
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[Fernandes] No. No. Who? 
[White] Jorge Sangumba. 
[Fernandes] No. No. No. That is a lie. He is alive. 


[White] Jorge Sangumba is alive. Is he? 
[Fernandes] Yes. He is alive. 


[White] Where? 


[Fernandes] He is in the interior. He is inside the 
country. Jorge Sangumba is inside the country. 


[White] And you are saying that neither Tito nor any of 
his friends or colleagues are under any kind of threat? 


[Fernandes] Not at all. 
[White] Why do these reports persist? 


[Fernandes] We want to ask you. because are the jour- 
nalists who say, who put up the reports. [sentence as 


them. They meet them. But when they come ou 
don’t say that I met Tito. He is alive. I can tell you 
British journalists met Tito. Why don’t they have the 
courage to come here and say that we 

{end recording] 


2 Killed in UNITA Attack on Kuito City 
MB3001192789 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 30 Jan 89 


[Text] Early yesterday, [29 Jan] Kuito City awoke to the 
sound of explosions from puppet weapons. However, the 
puppets were repelled because of popular vigilance. 


The lackeys of racist South Africa managed to destroy 
three houses in one of Kuito’s wards. They murdered in 
cold blood | child and 2 elderly men, and wounded 14 
people, 2 of whom are in critical condition. 


In view of this action, the provincial party committee 
has issued a communique in which it appeals to those 
compatriots who have been deceived by Jonas Savimbi's 
demagoguery to desist from violent and inhuman prac- 
tices, and to abide by the policy of clemency and national 
harmony as well as the amnesty which begins on 4 
February. 


Meanwhile, military sources disclosed that gallant 
FAPLA combatants have mounted a hot pursuit opera- 
tion against the puppets. The combatants have once 
again succeeded in thwarting the macabre designs of the 
puppets in the pay of Pretoria. 


Dinner Speeches Exchanged 
MB2901173089 Luanda ANGOP in French 1910 GMT 
28 Jan 89 


(Text) Luanda, 28 Jan (ANGOP)—Angolan President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos said in Luanda on Friday [27 
Jan] that prospects for peace in southwestern Africa were 
not as strong as might be desired in view of the apartheid 
problem and its policy of destabilization. 


The Angolan head of state spoke at a dinner given in 
honor of Jose Sarney, his Brazilian counterpart, who 
arrived on the same day in Luanda for a 2-day visit. 


President dos Santos added that for the same reason the 
countries in the region will continue to be menaced and 
confronted with serious internal problems. 


Giving the example of Mozambique, one of the southern 
African countries which face (?that situation), President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos spoke of the need for Pretoria 
to dismantle apartheid and create conditions for the 
establishment of a regime [words indistinct] of the 
country, (?including) the ANC. 


In his speech, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos said 
Brazil was in “a privileged position to increase cooper- 
ation” with Angola. 


The Angolan head of state mentioned the level of devel- 
opment of Brazil’s technology and industry as one factor 
which puts Brazil in that position. He added that “the 
common historic past and the use of the same official 
language facilitate the growth in the relations we wish for 
our countries.” 


According to President dos Santos, “‘experiences to date 
constitute an example of South-South cooperation which 
is worth mentioning.” He noted that the ongoing Eco- 
nomic and Financial Rehabilitation program “offers 
new and varied possibilities of expanding relations 
between Brazil and Angola.” 


The Angolan head of state described as “fruitful” eco- 
nomic, cultural, technical, and scientific cooperation 
between Angola and Brazil, stressing that the greatest 
cooperation has been in the fields of energy and petro- 
leum, with Kapanda enterprises, and primarily in the 
exploration of oil. 


For his part, President Jose Sarney said that “there have 
been extremely encouraging results in bilateral coopera- 
tion, and Angola’s trade exchanges with Brazil have risen 
from 15 to 20 percent, in relation to other African 
countries. Brazil is among the first countries which trade 


with Angola.” 


FBIS-AFR-89-019 
31 January 1989 


Angola and Brazil should have the same kind of cooper- 
ation in the multilateral sectors, in which their combined 
efforts “will contribute to the establishment of a more 
balanced and just economic order.” 


Moreover, the Brazilian head of state said that condi- 
tions have been created for “great and profound work 
between the two countries,” and that accords on mari- 
time transportation, agricultural development, and cin- 
ema coproduction have been worked out for quite some 
time now, in addition to talks within the framework of 
state and private enterprises. 


He underlined that, “we would like to see Angola eco- 
nomically strong. As long as our interests converge, our 
economies should support one another,” adding that his 
country “at present is perhaps involved in all sectors, 
and is probably a useful and desirable partner.” 


This morning, the Brazilian president visited his 
country’s embassy in Angola [words indistinct] met with 
the Brazilian community living in Luanda. He will hold 
a news conference before his departure to Brasilia. 


In his speech at the dinner in honor of President Jose 
Sarney, the Angolan President expressed the hope that 
the new U.S. administration will reconsider its previous 


position on Angoia. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos underlined that the 
new U.S. Administration [words indistinct] different 
factor in existing relations, particularly economic coop- 
eration and commercial exchange which contribute, as 
Angolan desires, to the start of a new era of (?bilateral) 
relations. He added that this could be dealt with in the 
interests of the two countries, in the context of an 
independent policy, and in view of the great overtures to 
foreign investment made by Angola, without the need to 
link the question of UNITA [words indistinct] the 
domestic solutions will be found (?once) external sup- 
port given to (7UNITA in cut off]. 


President dos Santos said that “this is the path we have 
sovereignly chosen in order to establish unity.” He 
added that in Angola the problem is of a different nature 
because of the alliance established between UNITA and 
the racist South African regime. 


Further on Dos Santos Speech 
MB3001074989 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1930 GMT 29 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] Luanda, 29 Jan (ANGOP)—Angolan Presi- 
dent Jose Eduardo dos Santos said in Luanda on 27 
January that his country will not spare efforts until it sees 
the regional accord signed in New York recently fully 
implemented. The Angolan supreme leader said this at a 
dinner he hosted in honor of his Brazilian counterpart, 
Jose Sarney, at the Futungo de Belas palace. 
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For Jose Eduardo dos Santos to “guarantee the imple- 
mentation of the New York agreements, means to 
observe and respect the spirit of UN Security Council 
Resolution 435/78.” 


The Angolan president said (...) the consensus that has 
been reached today as a result of the New York agree- 
ments (...) would create required conditions to end 
interference in Angolan internal affairs, once scrupu- 
lously respected. He added that this would make it easier 
to resolve the problem created by some compatriots who 
allied themselves to apartheid in its destabilization and 
aggression policy against our country, inasmuch as 
Angola has already approved legislative measures to 
bring about a genuine national harmonization. 


Jose Eduardo dos Santos underlined that, although 
Angola “never accepted the reasons presented by its 
enemies to justify the war against it, we have already, 
together with Cuba, fully demonstrated that we will carry 
out the pledges made in the agreements,” following the 
return of the first Cuban contingents to their fatherland 
before the fixed date. [passage omitted] 


Communique Calls for Increased Ties 
MB2901193989 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 29 Jan 89 


[Text] An Angolan-Brazil joint communique issued at 
the end of President Jose Sarney’s visit says the two 
countries could ask for foreign financial assistance to 
complete the Kapanda Dam works. Informed sources 
have estimated about $600 million is required to com- 
plete the works. 


Angola and Brazil discussed the possibility of expanding 
their bilateral technical, scientific, and technological 
cooperation on the basis of mutual benefits and common 
interests. Accordingly, the two countries decided to 
establish an emergency commission tasked with assess- 
ing ways to increase bilateral cooperation, since the New 
York accords have created an atmosphere of peace for 
southwestern Africa. 


Official Notes Changes in Relations 
MB2901092789 Luanda ANGOP in French 1935 GMT 
28 Jan 89 


[Text] Luanda, 28 Jan (ANGOP)}—Marcolino Moco, 
member of the MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee 
and provincial commissar of Huambo, said in Huambo 
on Thursday that there has been a significant change in 
the relations between Portugal and Angola. 


Speaking to the press on his return from Portugal, where 
he represented the MPLA-Labor Party at the congress of 
the Portuguese Socialist Party, Marcolino Moco based 
his statements on the warm welcome given to his dele- 
gation as well as the overtures he noted from various 
Portuguese circles. 
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‘Almost 200’ Die in Recent Combat Clashes 
MB2801200089 Johannesbure !nternationa’ Service 
in English 1500 GMT 28 Jan °9 


[Text] Statements released Lisbon say continued 
clashes between the Angolan Government and the 
UNITA movement have claimed almost 200 lives since 
mid-January. The Angolan news agency, ANGOP, says 
Angolan government troops killed 73 UNITA forces in 
clashes throughout the country from 18 to 24 January. 
The news agency said government forces also freed more 
than 100 civilians held captive by UNITA. 


A statement issued by UNITA said the movement had 
killed 114 government troops in fighting in the provinces 
of Huambo, Benguela, South Cuanza, and Uige. The 
statement said that in Benguela, UNITA had captured 
the town of MonteBelo. 


UNITA Reports Moxico Actions 

MB3001090489 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0500 GMT 30 Jan 89 


[Text] UNITA forces attacked a military vehicle between 
Saurimo and in Moxico Province last 
week, killing four soldiers of the Luanda corrupt regime 
and completely burning the (?British-made) vehicle. 


Another military vehicle moving between (?Lisboa) and 
Leua was completely destroyed and 12 of its occupants 
killed when it detonated an antivehicle mine last week- 
end. 


Also in Moxico Province, two Soviet-made T-54 tanks 
were cornletely destroyed by antitank mines planted by 
UNITA torces when a third motorized military column 
moved from Cangonga to Cangumbe. 


EEC Grants $72 Million in Aid 
MB2601211289 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0800 GMT 26 Jan 89 


[Text] PANA reports the EEC has granted Angola finan- 
cial aid worth $72 million to rehabilitate infrastructures, 


rural development, and to generate employment. 
Botswana 


Masire Honors Angola at Di Ceremony 
MB2601 194589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1729 GMT 26 Jan 89 


[Text] Gaborone Jan 26 SAPA—Botswana’'s president, 
Dr Quett Masire, has paid tribute to the government and 
the people of Angola for their long perserverence in a 
struggle to win peace with honour, BOPA reports. 


Dr Masire said this at an annual reception he hosted at 
State House yesterday evening in honour of members of 


the diplomatic corps. 
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He said the end of the war in Angola and Namibia would 
be a further impetus to an increase of confidence in 
southern Africa and hopefully would also act as a catalyst 
to improved relations among nationals of the subconti- 
nent, including relations of all countries neighbouring 
South Africa. 


Dr Masire said Angola deserved peace which had been 
elusive since it became a colony and even on its acces- 
sion to independence as a result of civil war and South 
African aggression. 


He congratulated all the parties involved in concluding 
the Brazzaville protocol. As that was a voluntary agree- 
ment among states, he said, its implementation was 
dependent solely on all parties continuing to act in good 
faith and in accordance with the spirit and letter of all 
the agreements. 


“It is my fervent hope,” he said, “that the hopes that 
have been raised by the American mediated agreements 
reached among the three Governments of South Africa, 
Cuba and Angola will not be dashed.” 


He declared that Botswana was ready to conduct peace- 
ful relations with all its neighbours based on principles of 
justive, equity and the sovereign equality of states. 


The president said Botswana had been encouraged by 
the rapprochment between the super-powers and gradual 
conciliation among East and West European countries. 
He said increased mutual confidence between those 
countries had contributed to an unprecedented climate 
for hope of peaceful resolutions of most regional con- 
flicts in the world. 


To that end, Dr Masire mentioned the cessation of 
hostilities in Western Sahara and Chad following agree- 
ments among the warring parties in those countries 
might also be a good omen for future peace. 


“It is my fervent hope,” he added, “that external inter- 
ference will cease so that Western Sahara may enjoy 
genuine independence and Chad, genuine peace.” 


Dr Masire noted that political stability and economic 
growth were two sides of the same coin, each having an 
influence on the other. He said the international eco- 
nomic situation played a significant role in the political 
fortunes on many countries. 


Lesotho 


Foreign Minister Leaves for UN Talks 
MB2701182889 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 27 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] [Foreign minister] Colonel 
Thaabe Letsie left Lesotho today for New York. In New 
York, Col Thaabe will have consultation with the UN 
secretary general on a wide range of subjects, including 
Lesotho’s special geopolitical situation in southern 
Africa. 
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Col Thaabe Letsie is accompanied by the principal 
secretary for foreign affairs, Mr (M Matibele). They are 
expected back in Lesotho on 4 February 1989. 


Swazi Minister Delivers Message to Moshoeshoe 
MB2601180289 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 26 Jan 89 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs reported today that 
Swaziland’s minister of foreign affairs, the Honorable Sir 
George Mamba, has delivered a special message to His 
Majesty King Moshoeshoe II from the Swazi monarch, 
His Majesty King Mswati III. The message was delivered 
yesterday. 


Sir George also paid a courtesy call on the member of the 
Military Council and minister of foreign affairs, His 
Excellency Colonel Thaabe Letsie. Sir George was 
accompanied by the chief of protocol for Swaziland, Mr 
J. Dube. 


Malawi 


Official Pledges Cooperation With UN 
MB2701191989 Blantyre Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 27 Jan 89 


[Text] The principal secretary in the Ministry of Com- 
munity Services, Mrs E. Kalyati, has said that the 
Malawi Government will continue to work in close 
cooperation with the United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, UNHCR, in alleviating some of the 
problems being faced by displaced Mozambicans in this 
country. 


Speaking in Blantyre when she (?toured the) [words 
indistinct] for trainers and [words indistinct] education 
for the Mozambicans, Mrs Kalyati advised the [words 
indistinct] participants to apply their new knowledge to 
ensure the success of [words indistinct] education in 
(?the camp). She paid tribute to the country’s leadership 
for ensuring that Mozambican refugees were comfort- 
able and happy while here. 


*Record Tobacco Sales, Good 
34000134a Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 
18 Nov 88 p I 


[Text] Malawi has realised record sales of 75 million 
kilogrammes of tobacco this year—an increase of 2 and 
% million kilogrammes over last year’s sales, the 
Tobacco Control Commission in Lilongwe has 
announced. 


Making the announcement in a press release, the general 
manager of the Tobacco Control Commission, Dr Willie 
Lipato, said that the country has realised K390 million 
from its tobacco sales—an increase of K110 million over 
last year’s sales. 
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Dr Lipato said that the average price of sales per kilo- 
gramme this year was the highest ever. He said that 
average prices sales ranged from 128 to 140 tambala per 
kilogramme. 


Burley tobacco alone fetched K239 million which is K93 
million over last year’s earnings for this leaf. This sum 
was realised from 45.5 million kilogrammes of the leaf 
which registered an increase of 9 million kilogrammes 
over last year’s leaf. 


Dr Lipato said that although flue cured tobacco dropped 
from 24.5 to 20.7 million kilogrammes in the year, the 
crop fetched K110, which is K13 million more than last 
year’s sales for the leaf. 


Also in decline was western tobacco whose quantity fell 
by 3 million kilogrammes from 11.2 million in 1987 to 
8.5 this year. In spite of this drop in yield the leaf, 
nonetheless, fetched K38 million, which is an increase of 
K2.5 million from last year’s earnings. 


Requirements 


Dr Lipato went on to say that the market requirements 
for 1989 stands at 103 million kilogrammes of which 60 
million will be burley, 27 million kilogrammes flue cured 
(same as last year), 15.5 million kilogrammes for western 
tobacco (same as last year) and half a million kilo- 
grammes for oriental tobacco. 


Appraisal 


Appraising the 1988/89 growing season, Dr Lipato said 
that with the present promising weather, the 1989 pro- 
jections are likely to be met in full. 


In the event of this happening Malawi's tobacco yield for 
next year is bound to increase by between 20 to 25 
million kilogrammes, he said. 


Since this quantity of tobacco could make buyers more 
discriminatory, Dr Lipato said, growers will have to pay 
greater attention to their conditioning, grading and pre- 
sentation for them to realise comparable prices to this 
year’s crop. 


*South Africa Contributes Student Aid Funds 
340001346 Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 
24 Nov 88 p 3 


[Excerpts] The South African Government yesterday 
presented K6,300 to the ‘Students Hardship Fund’ of the 
University of Malawi, to enable some students’ with 
financial difficulties, to pursue their studies at the uni- 
versity. 


Receiving the cheque at a brief ceremony held at the 
university offices in Zomba, the vice chancellor, Dr John 
Dubbey, said the generous donation would enable about 
30 students to pursue their studies at the university. 
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Dr Dubbey said that the donation had come at the most 
opportune time as the university was starting a students’ 
loan scheme from January next year, which, he said, 
would serve as a means of cost recovery and provide a 
measure of financial security to the students while at the 
university. [passage omitted] 


Making the presentation, the South African ambassador 
to Malawi, Mr George Stroebel, said his government was 
very pleased to be associated with the development of 
the country and the University of Malawi, in particular. 


He said his government had committed itself in various 
ways to assist training institution in the country, one of 
which was assisting needy students at the University of 
Malawi and contributing towards the university’s 


library. 


Bursaries 


The South African ambassador also announced that as 
from next year, his government would provide five 
bursaries to Malawi students for them to pursue their 
education at the University of Natal in South Africa. 


Mr Stroebel said that the offer of these scholarships had 
already been accepted by the Government of Malawi. He 
explained that the South African Government would in 
no way prescribe what courses to be followed by the 
students. 


Mauritius 


*Legislation for Offshore Discussed 
34190073a Port Louis L’EXPRESS in French 
2 Dec 88 pp i, 3 


[Passages in boldface published in English] 


[Text] There will be four specific niches for activity by 
financial groups that go into offshore banking. The new 
Banking Bill that was examined during yesterday's meet- 
ing by the Council of Ministers delimits those spheres of 
activity. 


Let us emphasize that preparations for this important 
bill, which will add a new dimension to the Mauritian 
banking industry, were made with the assistance of a 
foreigner who has long experience on Wall Street. 


Before discussing the conditions required for obtaining 
an offshore banking license, we should point out that the 
areas of activity open to companies entering this field are 
the following: banking transactions in foreign currency 
with nonresidents, loans outside the country and com- 
mercial financing for nonresidents, offshore fund man- 
agement, and the granting of short-term suppliers credit 
with a maximum term of 90 days to firms holding a free 
zone certificate. 
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As far as assigned capital is concerned, the Bank of 
Mauritius will require 25 million rupees in foreign 
currency. With respect to incentives, companies operat- 
ing in the offshore sector will be subject to a 5-percent 
tax. 


Authorized sources begin by explaining the reason for 
that 5-percent tax, which is markedly less than the 15 
percent collected from companies in the free zone. They 
say that firms in the free zone are not subject to condi- 
tions as stringent as those being proposed in the new 
Banking Bill. They go on to say that the income tax 
applied to offshore companies amounts to 10 percent in 
Singapore and 7 percent in the Cayman Islands. “This is 
a way of attracting the necessary investors in this field,” 
it is emphasized in the circles concerned. 


In the chapters on conditions being advocated to ensure 
that offshore banks are not used to launder money from 
drugs and tle Mafia, the new Banking Act stipulates in 
Clause 7 that the Bank of Mauritius may revoke operat- 
ing licenses. 


One section of that clause reads as follows: “The central 
bank may revoke the license of a bank where the bank in 
question... (section 7) has been convicted by a domestic 


which has so been convicted, provided such conviction is a 
final conviction.” 


In revoking a license, the Bank of Mauritius must grant 
the offshore institution in question a 90-day grace period 
before the license is actually revoked. The financial 
institution will have the opportunity to present its case to 
the Bank of Mauritius within 10 days after receiving the 
notice of revocation. 


Once that stage is past, the offshore bank will have 
another opportunity to appeal after the central bank has 
made its final decision. The new Banking Bill stipulates 
that “the bank in question may, within 10 days of the 
communication of the final decision of the central bank to 
it, appeal to the prime minister.” It should also be noted 
that under the terms of this law, neither the prime 
minister's decision nor that of the minister of finance 
can be called into question in any court. 


The procedure for applying for an offshore banking 
license is also spelled out in this law, which will be 
submitted to the Legislative Assembly for approval in 
the near future. Once a license application is received, 
the Bank of Mauritius has 90 days in which to process 
the file, and if the application is rejected by the central 
bank, the promoters have 30 days within which to appeal 
to the prime minister. 
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In addition to the requirement that they have assigned 
capital totaling 25 million rupees in foreign currency, 
offshore banks will be required to maintain such assigned 
capital as the central bank may determine. 


Incidentally, local commercial banks may also engage in 
offshore activities on the express condition that the two 
types of activity are kept completely separate. On that 
subject, the new Banking Bill stipulates that in the event 
of a winding up, the domestic assets of a bank shall not be 
used to meet any deficiency which occurs in the offshore 
assets of the bank, and the offshore assets of a bank shall 
not be used to meet any deficiency which occurs in the 
domestic assets of the bank. 


Although offshore banks are intended to carry out trans- 
actions in foreign currency, they will be authorized to 
maintain an account in Mauritian rupees for the pay- 
ment of salaries and wages, miscellaneous expenses, 
fines, and so on. 


The Bank of Mauritius is also empowered to alter the 
assigned capital of offshore banks. With respect to the 
liquid assets required of offshore banks, the bill provides 
that the percentage of liquid assets held by those banks 
shall not necessarily be the same for all banks. 


The criteria to be taken into account by the Bank of 
Mauritius in making that determination are listed in the 
law: the financial resources of the bank in question, the 
ratios between liquid assets and contingent liabilities, .he 
maturity dates of those liabilities and of the bank's liquid 
assets, and the nature, scale and risks of the bank’s 
operations. 


The new Banking Act grants a special exemption to 
offshore banks as far as investments in other sectors are 
concerned. Local commercial banks are not allowed to 
engage in other activities such as import-export or trade; 
to acquire a financial interest in trade, agriculture, and 
industry; or even to acquire real estate. 


But Clause 22(3) makes an exception for offshore banks 
as follows: The central bank may exempt an offshore bank 
from compliance with provisions of subsections (1)(b) (a 
financial interest in other sectors) and (c) in so far as 


tion of any interest in movable or immovable property in 
Mauritius. 


*New Bill To Revise Law Detailed 
34190076a Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 
2 Dec 88 pp 1, 6 


[Passages in boldface published in English] 
[Text] New banking concepts in addition to the section 


dealing with newly created offshore banking have been 
included in the Bill. As announced yesterday by 


L’EXPRESS, the bill was the topic of the latest cabinet 
deliberations. 
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This 45th bill to be introduced in 1988 is going to engage 
people’s attention particularly because of the clauses 
giving legal force to the establishment of offshore banks. 
But experts on the rue de la Haute France say that there 
are at least four important features affecting domestic 


banking practices. 


Those bankers who have had the opportunity to skim 
through the 52 main provisions of the nc-w Banking Act 
mention first of all the requirement in Section 40 con- 
cerning the identity of customers. 


From now on, bankers will have to be certain of the 
identity of their customers before carrying out banking 
transactions. This covers savings accounts, security 
deposits, and the renting of safe deposit boxes. 


The same section also makes bankers responsible for 
reviewing the identity of their customers. If the bank is 
unable to verify the identity of a customer within 12 
months after the new Banking Bill takes effect, the bank 
will have no choice but to cancel all the related banking 
transactions and report the case to the Bank of Mauritius. 


The recent debate on the confidentiality of relations 
between a banker and his customer is also reflected in 
the new framework law. If any police officer or even the 
revenue commissioner wants information from a com- 
mercial bank, he will no longer be able to request it 
directly from the bank or go to court, as has been the 
practice until now. 


The 1988 Banking Bill establishes the procedure to be 
followed for disclosure of bank's information. Requests of 
that kind will now have to be submitted to a judge in 
chamber for an order of disclosure. The judge in chamber 
will have to satisfy himself that the applicant is acting in 
the discharge of his duties, that the information being 
sought from the banker is to be used in a court of law, 
and, lastly, that the disclosure is otherwise necessary, in 
all the circumstances. 


In addition, the requester of the information will have to 
serve a Notice of Application on the banker as well as the 
customer concerned. 


The chapter devoted to confidentiality of information lists 
the six circumstances to which banking secrecy will not 
apply. In addition to bankruptcy cases, this provision 
will apply: 


¢ When there are civil proceedings involving a bank and 
its customer or his account;When the bank has been 
served with a garnishee him to reveal banking details. 
When the information in question is necessary for 
professional purposes. When another bank is seeking 
information in order to evaluate a customer's credit- 
worthiness. 
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The third new feature of theBanking Billconcerns the 
appointment ofchief executivesat commercial banks in 
Mauritius. The authorities fee! that this new concept will 
enable the central bank to ensure that the sector is free 
ofbad banking practices. 


Commercial banks are required to obtain authorization 
from the Bank of Mauritius before appointing any chief 
executive. Section 30 of the new law reads as follows: No 
person shall become the chief executive officer by what- 
ever name called, of a bank; and be appointed for a period 
exceeding 5 years without the prior approval of the central 
bank. 


The argument used to defend the need for this provision 
is that the central bank wants to remove even the hint of 
bad banking practices. The qualities which the Bank of 
Mauritius will require of all chief executives are integ- 
rity, competence, conscientiousness, and a report on his 
background, particularly whether he has committed any 
fraud or other dishonesty. 


The central bank is also authorized under the terms of 
this new law to request the retirement of any chief 
executive who is not a fit and proper person. If the bank 
concerned ignores the advice of the Bank of Mauritius, 
the latter can revoke the bank’s operating license. 


The new Banking Bill also requires that the officials of 
commercial banks declare their assets. The penalty for 
failure to comply with this provision is a maximum 
prison sentence of 5 years or a fine of 50,000 rupees. 


The concept of capital adequacy has also been introduced 
in the new framework law. Those concerned at the Bank 
of Mauritius claim that this provision is essential for 
better protecting savers. The effect is that commercial 
banks will be required to increase their capital in relation 


to deposits. 


To obtain a banking license, paid-up capital must total 25 
million rupees after deduction of a bank’s accumulated 
losses. In addition, commercial banks will have to hold 
net free assets amounting to not less than 5 percent of 
their deposits and other liabilities. Bui the Bank of 
Mauritius may alter those conditions from time to time. 


The reserve account of a commercial bank must be 
increased annually by amount equal to 15 percent of its 
net earnings until that reserve account equals paid-up 
capital. Anyone violating these sections of the law will be 
subject to a fine of from 1,000 to 5,000 rupees for each 
day that he remains in violation. 


The Bank of Mauritius is also imposing certain con- 
straints on commercial banks to prevent a concentration 
of risk. Any commercial bank granting a loan equal to | 5 
percent of its net free assets to one customer or group of 
customers will have to inform the Bank of Mauritius, 
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and authorization from the central bank must be 
obtained when the percentage amounts to 25 nercent of 
the commercial bank’s net free assets. 


Substitute bankers are subject to a fine of 5,000 rupees 
for every day of operation. But before examining the 
books of bankers in that category, the Bank of Mauritius 
must give them notice at least 5 days in advance so that 
they can provide explanations. 


The Bank of Mauritius is also thinking of drawing up of 
a different form for regular bank returns. It is empha- 
sized at the Bank of Mauritius that this will enable the 
central bank to obtain further information about bank- 


ing Operations. 


*1988 Sugar Production Forecast 
34190076d Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
28 Now 88 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Leon Baya] 


[Text] The 1988 sugar harvest will probably exceed the 
Chamber of Agriculture’s official estimate of 625,000 
tonnes. That is the feeling in the sugar industry in view of 
the outlook for the cutting season, which in all probabil- 
ity will end about mid-December. 


Figures issued by the Mauritius Sugar Industry Research 
Institute (MSIRI) on 19 November indicate that produc- 
tion as of that date totaled 601,422 tonnes, with 2,500 
hectares of sugarfields remaining to be harvested. At a 
yield of 9.7 tonnes of sugar per hectare (the official figure 
as of 19 November), production from those remaining 
hectares should total about 24,250 tonnes. It is estimated 
that when the amount produced by planters is added in, 
the figure of 625,000 tonnes will be exceeded. 


Also as of 19 November, the cane tonnage per hectare 
totaled 83.9 tonnes, compared to 88.5 tonnes on the 
same date in 1987. The extraction rate came to 11.53 
percent, compared to 11.06 percent during the corre- 
sponding period last year. Sugar tonnage amounted to 
9.7 tonnes, compared to 9.8 tonnes in 1987. 


The other major item to be reported in connection with 
the current harvest concerns the record production fig- 
ure achieved this year by Highlands. The preliminary 
estimate is that that sugarmill in the Center Region, 
which completed its cane-cutting last Friday, produced 
about 30,300 tonnes of sugar (its previous record of 
30,170 tonnes was set in 1986). 


That performance is due to the more favorable weather 
conditions prevailing in the Center Region and to the 
good yield from the new M3036/66 variety. That variety 
was planted on about 25 percent of the area under 
cultivation at Highlands. 
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Crushing is still underway at five mills. They are: Deep 
River Beau-Champ, Mon Desert Alma, Union St-Au- 
bain, Belle-Vue Maurel, and the FUEL. That latter will 
be the last to complete its operations—sometime around 
15 December 


*Hungary Desires Future Relations 
34190076c Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 
30 Nov 88 p § 


[Text] The possibilities for cooperation between Mauri- 
tius and Hungary were the focus of talks during the 
courtesy visit which the Hungarian deputy minister of 
foreign affairs, Gabor Nagy, paid to Minister of Labor 
Ramduth Jaddoo yesterday morning. 


Nagy, who is visiting Mauritius for a few days, expressed 
his country’s desire to form close and solid relations 
between Mauritius and Hungary despite the geographic 
distance separating them. Because, he added, political 
will and personal relations are the preliminary condi- 
tions for any fruitful cooperation. 


For his part, Minister of Labor Jaddoo expressed his 
satisfaction with the work done by the Transinvest 
enterprise in connection with the roadwork carried out 
as part of the First Highway Project. 


He discussed the development effort being made by the 
country and added that developing countries can coop- 
erate with each other through bilateral agreements for 
the greater benefit of the countries themselves. 


*Berenger on of Offshore Banking 
341900736 Port Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT in 
French 27 Nov 88 pp 4, 17 


[Excerpts] The Mauritian Militant Movement [MMM] is 
demanding transparency to safeguard the interests of 
Mauritius in offshore banking. Otherwise, it will lead a 
campaign against that project. During a press conference 
on Thursday, the leader of the MMM, Prem Nababsing, 
and the party's secretary general, Paul Berenger, claimed 
that professionalism and transparency are the two indis- 
pensable conditions for offshore banking because in 
several countries around the world, those banks are used 
to launder money from the Mafia, drugs, and prostitu- 
tion. Speaking in the presence of the party chairman, the 
two leaders of the MMM also drew attention to the 
government's amateurism and incompetence and to the 
bluffing by Minister of Finance Vishnu Lutchmeenarai- 
doo in managing the country’s affairs. 


Berenger said that the government's amateurism was 
even more serious in the case of offshore banking, since 
the “government may be playing with fire.” Quoting 
from the minister of finance’s budget speech on 3 June 
1988, Berenger emphasized that Lutchmeenaraidoo had 
said that “the first offshore banking units are to become 
operational in October of this year.” But it did not 
happen. The secretary general of the MMM brought to 
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light the many statements made by Lutchmeenaraidoo 
on thi subject both in Mauritius and abroad. The 
minister had even provided a list of banks that would be 
authorized to operate in that sector. Referring to a 
statement made by the minister of fisance to AFP on 22 
October, pointed out that Lutchmeenaraidoo 
had said: “If the international Bank of Credit and 
Commerce [BCCI] asks me for a license to operate in the 
financial center, I will tell it to wait until the American 
investigation of that institution is completed.” 


Berenger said that the MMM was in favor of offshore 
banking but that the plan in question involved consid- 
erable risks. “What is happening in the case of the BCCI 
is unfortunately only the most recent example. But there 
have been innumerable cases where offshore banking has 
been used to launder money from the Mafia, drugs, and 
prostitution,” said Berenger, who insisted that indis- 
pensable precautions must be taken before moving 
ahead with this plan in Mauritius. 


The secretary general of the MMM denounced the min- 
ister of finance, who, after taking center stage with 
statements in foreign capitals and in Mauritius, is refus- 
ing to answer the slightest question about the plan and 
taking refuge behind the Bank of Mauritius. Berenger 
called upon the government to get hold of itself and 
answer all of the opposition’s important questions. 


Concerning the BCCI, Berenger said that the minister's 
refusal to answer a question from the opposition in 
Parliament was unacceptable, all the more since officials 
of that bank in the United States are in prison on charges 
of involvement with drugs. “It is not impossible that the 
BCCI branch in Mauritius will be used by the local Mafia 
to launder drug money,” said Berenger. The secretary 
general of the MMM said that in the case of Malaysia's 
South East Asia Bank, which received its operating 
license last August, it is important first to know what 
kind of reputation that bank has and who its stockhold- 
ers are. [passage omitted] 


On the subject of offshore banking, the MMM Central 
Committee has reiterated its formal warning to the 
government. “If the opposition is not provided with all 
the information to which the county is entitled concern- 
ing the banks that are granted licenses—particularly the 
BCCI and Malaysia's South East Asia Bank—the MMM 
will have no choice but to start a vast campaign next year 
against the entire offshore banking project,” Berenger 
said. The secretary general of the MMM said that the 
prime minister and the minister of finance must keep in 
mind that such a campaign by the official opposition 
would have a direct impact on those who might be 
interested in coming here to benefit from Mauritius’ 
offshore facilities. 


Concerning international affairs, the Central Committee 
hailed the historic event constituted by the proclamation 
of a Palestinian state and congratulated the government 
for having recognized that state within a few days. The 
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MMM hopes that pressure will increase all over the 
world for the holding of an international conference that 
will solve the problem of the border between the states of 
Israel and Palestine as well as the problem of the status of 
Jerusalem and also create the conditions for productive 
coexistence between the two states in the future. The 
MMM also sent a message congratulating Mrs Benazir 
Bhutto on her victory in the recent general elections in 
Pakistan. 


Berenger also said that the MMM has recently been busy 
on behalf of a new regrouping of the representatives of 
progressive parties in Mauritius, Reunion, the Sey- 
chelles, Madagascar, and the Comoro Islands following a 
meeting by the representatives of those parties at the 
start of the year. said that a meeting was 
scheduled for January of next year [1989] in one of the 
countries in the region. 


*Figures on 1988 Sugar Harvest Reported 
34190079b Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 
19 Dec 88 pp 1, 5 


[Text] Eighteen of the 19 sugar refineries on the island 
completed their operations on 14 December, and sugar 
production amounted to about 628,000 tons as of that 
date. 


On the basis of these figures and estimates from the 
FUEL [expansion unknown] refinery (which will be the 
last one to finish the harvest), the chamber is predicting 
that 1988 sugar production will end up at 633,000 tons. 


This figure represents a slight increase (1.3 percent) over 
the latest estimate of 625,000 tons made on 15 October, 
according to a press release published by the Chamber of 
Agriculture. 


The press release discloses two main reasons why pro- 
duction will exceed estimates. 


First the weather during the harvest was very favorable 
and made it possible to obtain an extraction rate which 
was maintained at a reiatively high level even towards 
the end of the harvest. 


Second, the new varieties of cane which were recently 
released by the Mauritius Sugar industry Research Insti- 
tute and planted quite extensively in some regions pro- 
duced better results than were originally anticipated. 


*Measures To Reduce Inflation 
34190079c Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
16 Dec 88 p 22 


[Passages in boldface published in English} 


[Text] No wage negotiations before 1990, budget cuts to 
a ceiling of 450 million rupees, and the issuance of 
tax-exempt bearer bonds earning 15 percent interest are 
the measures announced yesterday by the deputy prime 
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minister and minister of finance, Vishnu Lutchmeena- 
raidoo, as part of what he termed “a national campaign 
to combat the inflationary hydra.” He did not rule out 
the possibility of new taxes in an attempt to control “this 
situation of high liquidity which has created a propensity 
to spend on the part of the population.” 


Vishnu Lutchmeenaraidoo, who quoted the report 
issued by the IMF after its mission here last month, 
attributes the high rate of inflation (9 percent in 1988 
and 15 percent for the 1988-89 period) to an overly 
strong domestic demand, which is itself the result of a 
substantial increase in purchasing power. The GDP has 
doubled since 1984. 


“Domestic demand is so high that inflation could 
become chronic to the point that it would affect the 
balance of payments and, by extension, the couniry’s 


No Wage Negotiations Before 1990 


The first measure announced by the finance minister had 
to do with the government's wage policy. “Now that a 
wage increase has been granted in advance,” he said, “it 
is evident that there can be no wage negotiations before 
1990.” In this regard, he mentioned the IMF report, 
which states that a “restrictive wage policy must be the 
corner stone of the macroeconomic policy in the years 
ahead.” “It is better for the purchasing power to increase 
slowly but surely than for it to increase sharply all of a 
sudden, only to fall off subsequently,” Mr. Lutchmeena- 
raidoo remarked. 


Budget Cuts 


Speaking on budget policy, the finance minister pointed 
out that the government had initially set aside the 
amount of 300 million rupees to cover payment of the 
wage recommendations made by Donald Chesworth, but 
that these recommendations cost the government 750 
million rupees in the end. So the government will have to 
find the 425 million rupees needed. According to the 
minister, the government cannot increase the budget 
deficit, since any deficit necessarily feeds inflation. “Our 
objective is therefore to limit this deficit to 1.5 percent of 
GDP, and that is why we need to make budget cuts of 
about 450 million rupees.” 


The ministers have therefore been asked to communi- 
cate which items in their budget could be reduced. In 
addition, the Management Audit Bureau will be 
entrusted with the task of monitoring closely budget 
expenditures and making sure there is no waste. 


Bearer Bonds 


Finally, the finance minister said that the Bank of 
Mauritius is monitoring the situation very closely and 
that the ceilings on expansion of domestic credit estab- 
lished at the beginning of the year will be maintained. 
Moreover, given the propensity of consumers to spend, 
steps will be taken to help them save more. 
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It is in this context that the finance minister, who was 
accompanied by the director of the Bank of Mauritius, 
Indur Ramphul, announced the issuance on Monday of 
Treasury bonds bearing 15 percent interest, which will 
be tax exempt. These bonds, which will be sold at 100 
rupees a unit, will be limited to individuals. Steps will be 
taken to prevent these bonds from being sold to compa- 
nies. 


Vishnu Lutchmeenaraidoo also announced that a sav- 
ings p!an for civil servants would be introduced shortly. 


Moreover, the administration of the Bank of Mauritius 
reported that gold coins, the Dodo, would soon be 
available at all banks and at the duty-free shop in the 
airport. According to Mr. Ramphul, buying these pieces 
is a safe investment, since they can be resold at a later 
date at the price of gold prevailing on the local or 
international market. 


*Details of 1988-90 Development Plan 
34190079d Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
17 Dec 88 pp 1, 9 


[Article by Jean-Marc Poche: “Investments of 11 Billion 
Rupees in the Public Sector For 1988-90"; passages in 
boldface published in English] 


[Text] The first volume of the 1988-90 Development 
Plan, the documents for which were approved by the 
government in September of last year, was released 
yesterday by the deputy prime minister and minister of 
planning and economic development, Dr Beergoonath 
Ghurburrun. This initial document deals specifically 
with government programs and policies while the second 
volume, scheduled to be published in the next 2 weeks, 
will be devoted to public sector investment programs. A 
simplified version of the plan is also being published and 
should be available at the beginning of next year. 
According to the plan, 19,800 million rupees will be 
invested in 154 projects to be implemented. Defining the 
philosophy behind the plan, Dr Ghurburrun said that 
man should be at the center of all development. 


The planning minister pointed out that in preparing this 
development plan, for the first time advice was sought 
from a wide variety of persons who are “knowledgeable 
and have extensive experience in their respective areas.” 
He was delighted at the large number of suggestions 
received. A special effort was made to try to incorporate 
these suggestions into the spirit of the plan. He also paid 
tribute to the prime minister and his colleagues for their 
support, and had special praise for the planning director, 
Mr Bheenick, and the director of the Central Statistics 
Bureau for their contributions to the development plan. 
Dr B. Ghurburrun stressed the indicative nature of the 
development plan. Achievement of the economic objec- 
tives established in it is inextricably linked to the various 
scenarios described. The plan envisages three scenarios: 
one for low growth, one for medium growth, and one for 
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high growth. An analysis of the economic parameters 
indicates that it is the medium growth option which best 
describes Mauritius’ economic future. 


Moreover, for the first time the social implications of 
economic development are dealt with in a separate 
chapter. ‘“‘Man should be at the center of all develop- 
ment,” Dr Beergoonath Ghurburrun said. This is why 
emphasis is placed on improving the standard of living. 
Culture and people’s well-being were treated with the 
same care as health, education, the environment, and 
housing. 


Six Percent Growth 


According to Dr Beergoonath Ghurburrun, the GNP will 
experience a 6 percent growth rate during the next 3 
years, with agriculture, industry, and tourism the pri- 
mary sources of development. A growth of the order of 5 
percent is predicted for the agricultural sector, while the 
free zone will experience an annual growth of 16 percent, 
and the manufacturing sector as a whole will develop at 
the rate of 11 percent a year. Moreover, the tertiary 
sector will grow by 8 percent over the next 3 years. The 
increase in personal consumption is estimated at 9 
percent in 1988, 6 percent in 1989, and 4 percent in 
1990. The plan predicts a rise of 2 percent per year in 
government spending. In addition, savings could rise to 
29 percent of GDP by 1990. The ratio of public invest- 
ment to private investment will be of the order of 30 
to70. 


The level of the country’s reserves will be situated at 
around 4 months of imports. The trade deficit, which 
will be around 575 million rupees this year, is expected 
to fall to 355 million rupees in 1990. Exports will 
increase by an average of 11.5 percent during the 1988- 
90 period. The budget surplus will go from 765 million 
rupees this year to 2,940 million rupees in 1990, whereas 
the balance of payments surplus will move from 1,960 
million rupees in 1988 to 2,475 million in 1990. 


25,000 Jobs in the Free Zone 


Moreover, Dr Ghurburrun has estimated that some 
25,000 jobs will be created in the free zone during the 
next 3 years, while the value of exports will rise to 1 1,800 
million rupees. 


Moreover, the number of tourists visiting the country 
will grow to 270,000 in 1990, bringing 3,200 million 
rupees into the country. 


The PSIP [expansion unknown] has 154 projects on line 
which will require investments of the order of 10,800 
million rupees, or an average of 3,600 million rupees a 
year. Among the main projects are construction of the 
road from Nouvelle-France to Plaisance, modernization 
of health services and telecommunications, purchase of a 
new boat to replace the MV Mauritius, improvement of 
the water distribution system, increase in the capacity of 
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the country’s electrical power supply, extension of irri- 
gation systems, and improvements to the infrastructure 
in Rodrigues and the outlying islands. A study on the 
possibility of building a light subway between Curepipe 
and Port Louis is also being planned. 


The planning minister concluded by giving a balance 
sheet of his ministry’s activities during the year. 


*Employment Figures Down in Free Trade Zone 
34190078b Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
2 Dec 88 pp |, 4 


[Article by Leon Baya] 


[Text] For the first time since 1983, a decline was seen in 
the employment level in the free trade zone in the third 
quarter of 1988. Referring to the latest statistics pub- 
lished by the Central Statistics Bureau, the minister of 
economic planning and development, Dr Beergoonath 
Ghurburrun, told LE MAURICIEN this morning that 
the free trade zone had 90,738 employees as of the end of 
September 1988, as compared to 91,617 on 30 June last. 


According to Dr Ghurburrun, 5,563 new jobs were 
created in the period between July and September. Of 
these, 1,060 were provided by 17 new enterprises, and 
4,503 resulted from the expansion of existing enter- 
prises. But this same period was characterized by numer- 
ous dismissals (6,442), due to personnel reductions at 53 
enterprises (6,124 employees involved) and the closing 
of 10 or so others, which left 318 workers unemployed. 


An analysis of the third quarter, according to the Central 
Statistics Bureau, shows greater labor mobility within 
the free trade zone. A number of workers, the minister 
emphasized, change jobs after gaining a certain amount 
of experience, because of the higher wages offered by 
other enterprises. The employment level, the minister 
went on to say, would have stabilized at about 92,000 as 
of 30 September 1988, which is the level reached last 
June, had it not been for the substantial personnel 
reductions reported by certain large enterprises in the 
textile sector, particularly the branch producing knitted 
goods. Enterprises specializing in the manufacture of 
sweaters and gloves announced personnel reductions 
affecting some 700 and 400 employees, respectively. 
This step was made necessary, it is reported, by the drop 
in European demand for knitted goods. 


Dr Ghurburrun said that 586 enterprises were function- 
ing in the free trade zone as of 30 September 1988. Of 
this total, 75 were small units employing fewer than 10 
individuals, 247 were businesses of average size with 
personnel ranging between 10 and 50 individuals, and 
there were also 15 large enterprises (with more than 
1,000 employees each). Of the 90,738 employees, 57,745 
were female. 
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“The trend, where the level of employment is concerned, 
has been reversed,” Dr Ghurburrun stressed, since only 
2,800 additional jobs were created between January and 
September 1988, while the figures for the comparable 
periods in 1987 and 1986 were 11,700 and 16,600, 
respectively. As a result, the authorities have decided to 
revise the estimate made last June (8,000 additional 
jobs) downward to about 4,000. It is expected that the 
— force in the free trade zone will stabilize at about 
92,000. 


Moreover, the export income total for the free trade zone 
for the first three quarters was reported to be 6 billion 
100 million rupees, while the total value reported for 
imports was 4.5 billion rupees. It is estimated that 1988 
income will total 8.5 billion rupees. 


Mozambique 


Communications Links With RSA Established 
MB2501185289 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 25 Jan 89 


[Text] Mozambique and South Africa have established 
means of communications on the border between the 
two countries with the aim of facilitating contacts 
between the security forces of the two sides. This was 
reported by South African Army chief General Jacobus 
Liebenberg in Maputo this afternoon. He added that 
channels between Maputo and Pretoria have also been 
established. Meanwhile, studies are underway for the 
creation of contact groups consisting of Mozambican 
and South African security forces. 


Gen Liebenberg spoke at a news conference in Maputo 
this afternoon at the end of the meeting of the Mozam- 
bique-South Africa joint security commission. Also 
present at the conference was Army Commander Gen- 
eral Tobias Dai, who led the Mozambican delegation. 


Asked to elaborate on his statements that the South 
African Government would investigate those within 
South Africa who support acts of terrorism against 
Mozambique, Gen Liebenberg said that investigations 
are continuing and that the Mozambican authorities had 
been asked to assist in the matter. He added that the 
investigation’s results so far were given today to the 
Mozambican authorities. 


Our correspondent asked Gen Liebenberg to comment 
on the report of 16 South African soldiers who deserted 
from the army in order to join the armed bandits. He 
said he was not aware of any desertions in his army. 


On statements made by the survivors of the attack on 
Mapulanguene on 4 December, according to which 
South African forces wanted to force them to join the 
armed bandits, Gen Liebenberg said that Mozanibique 
had raised the issue at today’s meeting. He said: We are 
going to investigate, and we have asked the Mozambican 
authorities to assist us. 
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The meeting of the Mozambique-South Africa joint 
commission was held at the Pequenos Lebombos dam 
site. No final communique was issued. 


OAU’s Oumarou Arrives in Maputo 29 Jan 
MB2901 190389 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 29 Jan 89 


[Text] OAU Secretary General Ide Oumarou arrived in 
Maputo this evening. He spoke to our correspondent 
upon his arrival: 


[Begin Oumarou recording in French fading into Portu- 
guese transiation] This is a working visit within the 
framework of the ordinary activities of the secretary 
general, namely the periodic visits to member states to 
review continental problems. I am here to familiarize 
myself with problems [words indistinct] so that the OAU 
may find solutions to regional and Mozambican prob- 
lems. [end recording] 


Ide Oumarou is scheduled to be received by President 
Joaquim Chissano, and the ministers of foreign affairs 


and cooperation. 


Speaks on Namibian Elections 
MB3001114589 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1100 GMT 30 Jan 89 


[Text] The Organization of African Unity’s secretary 
general, Ide Oumarou, who is in Mozambique, says the 
continental body is determined to exercise all possible 
pressures to guarantee free elections in Namibia. He 
warned that the United Nations should remain vigilant 
against any South African attempts to manipulate the 
transition to Namibia’s independence. 


Speaking shortly after his arrival in Maputo yesterday, 
the OAU secretary general reiterated the OAU’s opposi- 
tion to the planned reduction of the UN peacekeeping 
force from 7,500 to just over 4,500 men. He accused the 
five permanent members of the UN Security Council of 
being more concerned with cutting the cost of maintain- 
ing the force than with democratic elections in Namibia. 
The OAU secretary general said he had come to Mozam- 
bique in order to see for himself the country’s problems 
and to analyze the situation in southern Africa with the 
Mozambican authorities. 


Mr Oumarou’s program today began with a wreath 


laying at the heroes monument in the Mozambican 
capital. 


FPLM-MNR War-Related Activities 23-29 Jan 


MB2901 191689 [Editorial report] Following is a compi- 
lation of reports from 23-29 January on activities relat- 
ing to Mozambique’s civil war. 
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Manica Province 


A total of 101 “peasants from Mupengo, in Mossurize 
district have "reintegrated“ into a Mossurize village after 
they were freed from "armed bandit captivity“ by the 
Mozambican armed forces "a few days ago.“ (Maputo 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 1730 GMT 23 Jan) 


FPLM units “recently killed 8 armed bandits” who were 
attempting to “storm” Macate administrative post head- 
quarters in Gondola, capturing “assorted” war supplies. 
(Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1730 GMT 26 
Jan) 


A total of 80 people are residing in centers for “people 
displaced by war” after their repatriation from Zimba- 
bwe. “Over 300 Mozambicans living in Zimbabwe will 
be repatriated once conditions have been created to 
house them in Chimoio district.” (Maputo Domestic 
Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 29 Jan) 


Maputo Province 


Addressing the opening session of the “second provincial 
seminar on assistance to children in difficult situations”, 
provincial Governor Raimundo Bila reported that 5 
pupils and a teacher were murdered in Maputo Province 
by “bandits” in the last 6 months of 1988. During the 
same period, 32 pupils were abducted and “an equal 
number” wounded, while 150 schools and 39 health 
posts were closed. (Maputo Domestic Service in Portu- 
guese 1030 GMT 24 Jan) 


Three attacks by “bandits” on the town of Xinavane 
have caused damage of “more than $1.5 million”. In 
raids on “16 December, 9 January, and about | week 
ago, the terrorists” set fire to a hospital, the Incomati 
sugar refinery, a cooperative, a poultry farm, 19 houses, 
12 shops, a hotel, a power substation, 2 tractors, and 
several other vehicles. “At least” 26 people died in the 
attacks, including some who drowned in the Incomati 
River as they attempted to flee. (Maputo in English to 
Southern Africa 1800 GMT 28 Jan) 


Two “special forces” units—a “green beret” unit trained 
by British instructors and “the red berets” trained by the 
Soviet Union— have killed “at least 60 MNR bandits” 
this month in clashes in Maputo Province. The British- 
trained unit is deployed along the Maputo-Zimbabwe 
railway, while the Soviet-trained unit is deployed along 
the Maputo North Highway. (Maputo in English to 
Southern Africa 1800 GMT 28 Jan) 


Nampula Province 


“Bandits” killed 5 and abducted 12 health technicians in 
Nampula Province in 1988. The “terrorists looted 26 
health units, partially destroyed 7 others, and completely 
destroyed the Marrupula rural hospital.” The “bandiis” 
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also destroyed vehicles, surgical equipment, and refrig- 
eration equipment “vital to conserve vaccines”. 
(Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 26 
Jan) 


Sofala Province 


“Bandits” killed 5, wounded 5, “burned down 116 
houses, ransacked 2 local shops, and destroyed a pavil- 
ion” during a 19 January attack on the Matuchira 
agricultural and livestock company. (Maputo in English 
to Southern Africa 1800 GMT 25 Jan) 


“Bandits” destroyed an “unspecified number” of health 
posts in Sofala Province’s Caia, Marromeu, and Buzi 
districts in 1988. (Maputo Domestic Service in Portu- 
guese 1030 GMT 28 Jan) 


Zambezia Province 


FPLM units “on several occasions” have clashed with 
“bandits originating from Malawi”. During clashes in 
December 1988, Mozambican forces killed 2 persons 
wearing uniforms “similar” to those of members of the 
Malawi military. (Maputo Domestic Service in Portu- 
guese 1030 GMT 26 Jan) 


FPLM forces killed 66 “bandits” and wounded another 30 
on 31 December 1988 when the “enemy” attacked Namar- 
roi district headquarters. FPLM forces captured 4 
“bandits and their respective weapons”, and a supply of 
military equipment. “According to the armed bandits” the 
attackers numbered 530 men, armed with “heavy weap- 
ons, including 2 (VG-1) antiaircraft guns.” (Maputo 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 1730 GMT 26 Jan) 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe forces killed 13 “bandits” in operations to 
free Zimbabwe residents abducted by “bandits” on 19 
January in the northeastern border area of Nyanga. 
(Johannesburg SAPA in English 0904 GMT 25 Jan) 


Zimbabwe forces freed 3 individuals abducted by 
“bandits” in December 1988. Eight “bandits” were 
killed during the operation. In a statement, army head- 
quarters said the 3 were rescued in follow-up operations 
“yesterday”, bringing to four the number of captured 
Nyanga residents who have been rescued. (Johannesburg 
SAPA in English 1724 GMT 25 Jan) 


Namibia 


SWAPO Accuses RSA of Accords Violation 
MB3101063089 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 31 Jan 89 


[Text] SWAPO’s vice president has accused South Africa 
of breaking regional peace accords by continuing to aid 
UNITA. The Angolan news agency, ANGOP, quotes 
Nathaniel Maxvilili as saying Pretoria has sent forces to 
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support UNITA rebels in southern Angola. Maxvilili 
reportedly says that 11 military vehicles carried mem- 
bers of the South African-run SWATF to aid UNITA 
rebels 2 weeks ago. ANGOP reports that a number of 
SWATF and UNITA fighters were killed in clashes with 
angolan Government troops. 


South Africa has said that it pulled its last soldier out of 
Angola last August under the terms of a U.S.-sponsored 
peace agreement. Since then, monitoring posts manned 
by Soutu African, Cuban, and Angolan soldiers have 
been set up on the border between Angola and Namibia 
and have aot reported any violations of the accord. 


Reunion 


*France Gives Aid To Create Stock Exchange 
34190079a Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION in French 
2 Dec 88 p 3 


(Text] Mauritian Deputy Prime Minister Sir Satcam 
Boolell and the French charge d’affaires signed an agree- 
ment to finance an aid and cooperation fund for a 
project to set up a stock exchange in Port Louis. 


This 400,000 franc project is part of the activities 
undertaken since November 1985 with the arrival of 
experts, including Gerard de la Martiniere, secretary 
general of the stock exchange operations commission. 


A chamber of brokers, where the stock of the public 
companies is sold at auction, has been in Mauritius for 
100 years. Now this institution needs to be adapted to 
the current needs of the Mauritian economy by creating 
a stock exchange. This exchange should open at the 
beginning of next year. 


“The stock exchange is a good way to have the financial 
market serve development needs,” Sir Satcam said. He 
pointed out that the stock exchange should make it 
possible to channel savings into productive investments, 
encourage shareholding, and enable savers to participate 
directly in the business world. 


*Economic Growth Increase Reported for 1988 
34190078a Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION in French 
9 Dec 88 p 3 


[Text] The growth rate for the island of Reunion will 
come to between 8 and 10 percent this year, according to 
“Facts and Figures 1988,” published jointly by the 
regional council and the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. 


This rate, it is emphasized, exceeds the expected growth 
in France this year by 2.5 percent, and that in the United 
States by 4.5 percent. The strong expansion, it is said in 
official circles, is due in part to the heavy investments in 
the housing sector. 
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However, there is concern about the considerabie 
increase in unemployment. The economy of Reunion is 
said to provide 2,000 jobs per year, while 7,000 job 
seekers are joining the labor market annually. 


Moreover, in an analysis of the trade situation in 
Reunion in 1987, Mr Alex How-Choon, president of the 
Reunion Chamber of Commerce and Industry, stated 
that the trade structure in Reunion includes 7,000 enter- 
prises with a turnover total representing a quarter of the 
added value. This sector creates 3 percent of the jobs 
every year, and has for the past 15 years. The competi- 
tion is fierce, and those enterprises which cannot mod- 
ernize are “doomed to disappear in the near future.” 
Thus it is that 2,000 commercial enterprises are estab- 
lished in Reunion every year, but in the same period of 
time, nearly 1,000 fail. 


According to Mr How-Choon, the portion of the trade 
sector which does not deal in food is growing at a more 
rapid rate than that which does. Food enterprises, which 
accounted for 70 percent of the number of businesses 15 
years ago, represent only 53 percent today. The down- 
ward trend continues. 


Seychelles 


*Port Victoria Tuna Catch Sets Record 
34000197a Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION in 
English 12 Dec 12 p 1 


[Text] The combined catch of purse seiners operating out 
of Port Victoria rose to 137,452 tonnes in the first nine 
months, up 24 percent on the same period in 1987 which 
was a record year for tuna fishing in the south-west 
Indian Ocean. 


According to the Seychelles Fishing Authority’s (SFA’s) 
third quarter TUNA BULLETIN, the out of Port Victo- 
ria in September, 20 were French, 17 Spanish, three 
Mauritian, another three from the USSR, and one each 
registered Panama, Japan and India [as published]. 


They ranged in size from the 535-tonne LADY SUSHIL 
I from Mauritius to three 2,635-tonne vessels from the 
USSR. 


The number of longliners licensed to fish these waters 
totalled 27, all but two of them Korean, in September, 
compared to 51 the month before and 24 in September 
last year. 


Longliners had transhipped 8,81] tonnes of yellowfin and 
bigeye tuna, marlin and shart by September, down 16 
percent on the same period last year. 


*Unemployment, Education Problems Discussed 
34000058a Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
15 Dec 88 p 1 


[Text] Unemployment levels have worsened with more 
than 3 million youths roaming the streets, parliament 
heard. 


Youth League Executive Secretary Cde Kennedy She- 
pande appealed to government institutions, parastatals 
and private organisations to take steps and employ some 
of the jobless youths. 


Debating on expenditure for the Ministry of General 
Education, Youth and Sport, Cde Shepande said the 
party and its government did not intend to create “a 
nation of peasants” and it was not possible that all of 
them would want to return to the land. 


The party and its government was “sick and tired” of 
seeing adverts for employment asking for 7 year’s expe- 
rience because such experience could not come by with- 
out the youth being employed. They had a right to 
employment. 


The future of Zambia lay firmly and squarely on the 
youths whose impact was not felt in various areas 
including politics where young men were now part of the 
cabinet and central committee. 


Cde Shepande told people resisting such changes in the 
leadership to depart from their line of thought. 


Mines Minister Cde Bernard Fumbelo called for a 
proper understanding of institutional changes that edu- 
cation and sport were now undergoing because they were 
scientific. Their base in Zambia should be transformed. 


Minister of State for Defence Cde Dodson Syatalimi 
lamented the lack of individual contact between teachers 
and pupils in classrooms. 


Mr Maurice Katowa (Mbabala) said education was dete- 
riorating to such levels that pupils who had gone as far as 
Grade Nine could hardly speak English. 


In rural areas teachers long service spent most of their 
time on farming neglecting their classes because of poor 
pay. 


Mrs Leticia Mwanza (Lumezi) urged the Ministry of 
Finance and Planning to end long delays in releasing 
pensions. 


Sihole MP Mr Geoffrey Kang’ongwe said 12,000 teach- 
ers had no accommodation and those on transfer ended 
up sleeping in offices. 
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* Editorial Explains Steel Pact With USSR 
34000031b Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
19 Dec 88 p 1 


[Text] There is no doubt that an iron and steel industry 
is the basis of any development in a country. Have that 
and the heavens of industrial activity will be as wide 
open as those meant for the righteous man in the eyes of 
God. 


It is in this light that we welcome the signing of a 
protocol agreement by Zambia and the Soviet Union on 
Saturday for the establishment of an iron and steel 
industry in the country. It is an agreement Zambia has 
been ignoring for decades. It is now here and not there. 


The importation of steel has been a serious drain on 
foreign exchange which we, some years back, referred to 
as being meagre but now consider unavailable. It has 
contributed to the lack of development in Zambia. 


There is no buildings industry to talk about now. The 
building industry is almost dead. Those who want to build 
houses would even prefer to have them without windows 
(they would not be allowed by authorities anyway). The 
cost of window panes is no longer bearable. 


And Zambia which today imports steel at high costs 
provided the money for the establishment of steel plants 
in countries like Zimbabwe when the two countries 
belonged to the federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 
That steel is today as foreign as the one produced in the 
United States or Britain. The only consolation is that it 
is next door and made in a PTA [Preferential Trade 
Area] member state. 


In fact the existence of steel companies in neighbouring 
states has been a major obstacle to the reaching of 
agreements with some friendly countries on the estab- 
lishment of a steel industry in Zambia. The argument has 
been: Zambia’s development is slow and unpredictable. 
It cannot sustain a steel industry. Where does the coun- 
try export the steel when it is in abundance in neighbor- 
ing states? 


Such arguments are logical. But it is also logical to argue 
that it is better to have vegetables in your backyard 
garden than “importing” some from the market. 


The establishment of an iron and steel industry in 
Zambia would therefore not be a waste of time, money 
and energy. Zambia has high grade iron ore deposits and 
an adequate power supply and if they could support a 
steel industry for 30 years as the permanent secretary in 
the Ministry of Mines Cde Yuyi Libakeni said, then the 
industry is viable. 


The steel industry is the basis of the country’s develop- 
ment. Let us invest money in it and forget about argu- 
ments which only favour the importation of the costly 
steel. 
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*Resettlement Scheme Raises Tribal Concerns 
34000058b Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
3 Dec 88 p 1 


(Excerpt] The planned resettlement scheme for the urban 
unemployment provoked a heated debate in Parliament 
yesterday with some MPs demanding that the scheme be 
restricted to areas where settlers come from while others 
countered it must cut across tribal lines. 


Mr Wilfrid Wonani (Kabwe) said he had been disturbed 
by calls that the scheme should ensure people are reset- 
tled in areas where they come from saying this would 
create a dangerous precedent. 


He was supported by Minster of State for Decentralisa- 
tion Cde Michael Sata who noted that many tribes were 
spread across the spectrum of the country without any 
difficulty. 


Those calling for the resettlement scheme to be based on 
tribal lines were playing a dangerous game. 


Mrs Matilda Kolala (Mkushi South) said every Zambian 
knows where he or she comes from and there should be 
no interference in other people's culture. 


She welcomed the scheme but she was concerned that 
some tribes would take advantage of others. 


Mrs Kolala observed that the settlers would have a 
borehole and equipment and that this would create 
resettlement among the people in those areas. 


“The resettlement scheme must ensure that settlers do 
not benefit to the disadvantage of the local people,” she 
added. 


Mr Namushi Namuchana (Liuwu) said in many coun- 
tries people have fought over land. He said in imple- 
menting the scheme the government should guard 
against creating tribal problems. [passasge omitted] 


*Moscow To Reschedule $300 Million Debt 
34000058c Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
9 Dec 88 p | 


[Text] The Soviet Union is to reschedule all its debts 
owed by Third World countries including Zambia’s 300 
million U.S. dollars, to the next 100 years. Soviet 
Ambassador to Zambia Oleg Miroshkin said in Lusaka 
yesterday that during Soviet leader (Cde Mikhail Gorba- 
chev’s) speech to the United Nations last Wednesday, he 
said that at the age of colonialism, the developing world, 
at the cost of countless losses and sacrifices, financed the 
prosperity of the large portion of the world community. 
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The envoy said at a Press conference at the Soviet 
embassy that some of the debts will be turned into grants 
in order to make up the losses which accompanied the 
Third World’s historic and tragic contribution to global 
material progress. 


He said looking at the situation realistically, one had to 
admit that the accumulated debt could not be repaid or 
recovered on original terms. 


Cde Miroshkhin said the Soviet Union favoured a sub- 
stantive discussion of ways to settle the debt crisis at 
multilateral forums, including consultations under the 
auspices of the United Nations among heads of govern- 
ment of debtor and creditor-countries. 


Commenting on the Soviet Union’s ruling politburo’s 
decision to reduce its armed forces, Cde Miroshkhin said 
Moscow would reduce its troops in Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary and East Germany by 50,000 men and their 
armaments by 5,000 tanks. 


The call by President Gorbachev for Third World debt 
relief coincided with an intense debate in Washington 
over whether the new Bush administration should pur- 
sue a similar course, reports Reuter. 


Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady staunchly opposes 
writing off the Third World’s 1.2 trillion U.S. dollars of 
debt but he has stressed his willingness to consider 
voluntary, market-based ideas that would ease the debt 
burden. 


And some officials of the World Bank and the U.S. 
Federal Reserve (central bank) have started to echo calls 
by academics and congressmen for new initiatives. 


French President Francois Mitterand used the UN 
forum in September to float a similar idea. 


President Kaunda has sent a message of condolences to 
Cde Gorbachev on the loss of life and property in an 
earthquake in Armenia. 


The same earthquake affected Turkey and Iran which 
borders the Soviet Union. 


*Coupons To Limit S of Meal 
3400003 1a Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
17 Dec 88 p 1 


[Text] The introduction of the coupon system for mealie 
meal which was first contained in last year’s budget will 
soon come into being following yesterday's ministerial 
statement in Parliament by Finance and Planning Min- 
ister Cde Gibson Chigaga. 
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We welcome the introduction of the coupon system in 
the happy knowledge that the party and its government 
is doing so in the best interest of the people. 


It is a new system in Zambia and it should be given every 
chance to succeed. It cannot be denied Zambia is passing 
through a very trying time economically. 


It is gratifying to note therefore that the party and its 
government is conscious of the amount of suffering the 
people are having to endure as a result of the poor state 
of the economy and are taking steps to help ease the 
hardships of the ordinary nan in the street. 


We therefore urge ali Zambians to quickly register so 
that they can benefit from the new dispensation which 
comes into effect on | January 1989. 


District councils, too, should play their part in this 
exercise. They should mount a serious publicity cam- 
paign, probably with the help of the Zambia Information 
Services (ZIS) so that the people know where to go and 
register. 


This approach by the party and its government is meant 
to benefit the people; so we must make sure that as many 
people as possible register and obtain these coupons 
which will enable them to buy mealie meal at subsidised 
prices from special shops which are being identified for 
the purpose. 


Smuggling is big business and since it is lucrative the 
temptation to smuggle is great. It is our hope therefore 
that state shops and those being designated as special 
shops will make sure that there is always mealie meal in 
their shops instead of hoarding and thereby causing 
artificial shortages. 


Those who are in the habit of cheating or engaging in 
some illicit practices must heed Cde Chigaga’s warning 
in Parliament that the long arm of the law will catch up 
with them. 


“Printing coupons without authority is forgery. If some- 
one tells the registering officer a false number of children 
in the home there are penalties in the laws. If an 
individual trader supplying mealie meal tries to indicate 
that he sold more coupons than he had he will be guilty 
of obtaining by false pretences,” the minister said. 


Indeed, Zambia has had a bumper maize harvest; so if 
everyone, including millers cooperates the coupon sys- 
tem should work. It is a rationalisation process intended 
to curb smuggling. It must be supported by everyone. 
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Benin 
Teachers Continue Cotonou, Porto-Novo Strikes 


Party Members Meet 
AB2901220889 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 29 Jan 89 


[Excerpts] Party members organized a meeting to fight 
reactionary elements and politically inform and mobilize 
the public in Atlantique Province this weekend. Mem- 
bers of the party in Atlantique Province are determined 
to wage war against subversion, reaction, disinforma- 
tion, and defamation. An important meeting with con- 
siderable political impact was held on 28 and 29 Janu- 
ary, ending at 0400 [0500 GMT]. The fact that this 
meeting lasted until 0400 shows how important it was to 
discuss the national situation. [passage omitted] 


Lectures and exposes on the economic situation, the 
International Monetary Fund, the structural adjustment 
program, and its social consequences and advantages for 
our country were discussed. Finally, the causes of the 
disturbances that went on in our country were also 
explained. Militants were told what triggered the events 
so they could understand the situation. [passage omitted] 


The end of the meeting was marked by the reading of a 
motion of support for the party Central Committee. 


[passage omitted] 


‘High-Level’ Officials Arrested 
AB3001185889 Paris AFP in French 1608 GMT 
30 Jan 89 


[Text] Cotonou, 30 Jan (AFP)}—Lectures did not resume 
this morning at the university or at schools in Cotonou 
and Porto-Novo, where teachers are continuing the 
strike begun last week, observers noted. The students 
who went to the campus returned to the city with 
difficulty after learning that lectures were still sus- 
pended. Law enforcement agents there ordered the buses 
they had boarded for Cotonou to return to the campus. 
They were therefore forced to find other means of 
transportation back to the city. 


Many parents waited to see how the situation would turn 
out before sending their children to school. The order to 
shoot people gathering in the street, given on Tuesday, 
24 January, by Beninese Head of State Mathieu Kere- 
kou, was indeed taken seriously. ““We do not want our 
children to be shot at if the situation worsens,” many 
parents in Cotonou and Porto-Novo told AFP. 


The government, which is trying to stifle this discontent, 
is actively looking for leaders of the agitation. About 10 
high-level officials and civil servants have been arrested 
since last Thursday [26 January] in Porto-Novo and 
Cotonou and are being held in several places of deten- 
tion, sometimes very far from the capital. Authorities 
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have still not officially announced these arrests, but close 
relatives have confirmed them. Very serious concern has 
been expressed regarding the type of treatment they will 


receive. 


Among those arrested are a former minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Tiamiou Adji Bade; a former secretary gen- 
eral of the government, Valere Houetto; a magistrate, Mr 
Moucharaf Gbadamassi; a former prefect of Porto- 
Novo, Jean-Pierre Agondanou; a top civil servant at the 
Ministry of Finance serving in Cotonou, Jerome 
Ahouanmenou; and a teacher, Michel Holonou. 


Kerekou Speaks to Press 
AB3101071089 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 30 Jan 89 


{Text} An important meeting was held today at the 
Presidency of the republic. President Mathieu Kerekou 
met with the private national press and the international 
press in the presence of Information Minister Ousmane 
Batoko; Interior, Public Security, and Territorial 
Administration Minister Edouard Zodehougan; and 
members of the Presidential Office. The meeting was in 
response to the call made by the press in general and by 
the managing editors of the private newspapers in Coto- 
nou in particular for objective information about the 
current situation in our country. Those managing editors 
also took the opportunity to brief the head of state on a 
number of problems confronting them. 


First, President Kerekou criticized the speculations of 
the private press, which indulges in sending biased 
reports abroad only to confuse the popular masses and 
people. He also frowned at its discouraging, destructive, 
and destabilizing acts aimed at hampering the efforts of 
the party and state to solve the various problems con- 
fronting our country. He then asked the managing edi- 
tors of the private press, who had asked to meet with 
him, to ask their questions. They are Comrade Kouessan 
Djagou of ECO-MAGAZINE, Ismael Soumanou of LA 
GAZETTE DU GOLFE, and Denis Hodonou of TAM- 
TAM EXPRESS. All of them briefed the head of state on 
their various problems, in particular the censorship 
imposed on their newspapers, and asked questions about 
the current situation in our country. 


Concerning censorship, President Kerekou lamented 
that the private newspaper owners are not abiding by the 
directives given at their previous meeting, but instead 
prefer to speculate on rumors, thus turning their news- 
papers into rumormongers. He reminded them of the 
need to be honest and trustworthy, and to inform the 
Beninese people correctly. 


Concerning the present situation in our country, a French 
journalist of the magazine L’EXPRESS, following his 
counterparts of the national press, asked questions about 
the delay in paying salaries and how the state managed to 
pay 2 months’ arrears out of 4 just after the recent 
disturbances. Replying, President Kerekou stressed that 
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the payment of the 2 months’ arrears had nothing to do 
with the recent demonstrations of the past 2 weeks. For the 
Beninese state, the head of state added, the regular pay- 
ment of salaries to civil servants is a priority. The problem 
of a delay in salary payment is due to a shortage of cash at 
the Commercial Bank of Benin, a situation caused by the 
poor management at this institution. He also stressed that 
the payment of salaries will remain a priority and that the 
state will strive to find the necessary resources to pay the 
remaining arrears as soon as possible, as well as the salaries 
for the months aheads. 


In conclusion, the head of state recalled that the Repub- 
lic of Benin is a strong state in which human rights are 
respected and democracy is pursued. All these elements 
are guaranteed by the constitution of the People’s 
Republic of Benin and the 26 August 1977 Fundamental 
Law, he stated. 


Students Go On ‘Rampage’ 
AB3101124689 Paris AFP in English 1155 GMT 
31 Jan 89 


{Text} Lagos, Jan 31 (AFP)}—University of Benin stu- 
dents went on the rampage in the southern city on 
Monday [30 January] destroying houses and vehicles, 
press reports said Tuesday. The students protested 
against the refusal of the university authorities to comply 
with a court order stopping them from suspending 31 
students. 


The reports said the students ransacked and looted the 
official residence of the vice-chancellor of the university 
and other officials. According to reports, police had been 
brought in to maintain order on the campus. 


Nigeria 


* Natural Gas Project To Earn $10 Billion 
340001566 Enugu DAILY STAR in English 
8 Dec 88 p 1 


[Article by Azubuike Nkala] 


[Text] The Secretary to the Federal Military Govern- 
ment, Chief Olu Falae, has stated that the liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) project, alone, would earn up to 10 
billion dollars in foreign exchange by the time it comes 
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on stream in 1995. He forecast that the Nigerian econ- 
omy would be strong, virile, dynamic and highly diver- 
sified by the year 2,000, if the current momentum of 
economic reforms of the Federal Military Government is 
sustained. 


Chief Falae made the disclosures in a keynote address 
delivered yesterday ai the seminar to commemorate the 
centenary anniversary of the Lagos Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry as the Commerce House, Victoria 
Island, Lagos. 


He maintained that there would be self-sufficiency in 
food production and increased agricultural exports such 
that agriculture would, once more, make appreciable 
contribution to the gross domestic product, adding that, 
by the year 2000, most of our manufacturing industries 
would source their raw materials locally and export their 
products to other countries. 


Chief Falae expressed optimism for the growth of inter- 
mediate and capital goods industries because, as he put 
it, “With political stability and continuity of policies, 
Nigeria, along with China, would be the frontiers of 
investment and dev t opportunities that will 
dominate the first half of the 21st century”. 


In the speech which was read on his behalf by a director- 
general in the Cabinet Office, Dr Ayo, he congratulated 
the founding fathers of the Lagos Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry for their foresight in 1988 which had 
produced the present premier and oldest chamber of 
commerce in Nigeria. 


He acknowledged the laudable role which the chamber 
had played in the economic development of the country 
because, according to him, “The history of commercial 
and industrial development in Nigeria would be incom- 
plete if due cognisance is not taken of the efforts of the 
Lagos Chamber of Commerce and Industry in organising 
its members to contribute to national development”’. 


The theme of the seminar, “Nigerian Economy by the 
Year 2000,” he said, was very important because it 
offered appropriate time to reflect on the achievements 
of the Structural Adjustment Programme introduced two 


years ago. 


Earlier, in his address, the president of the Lagos Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry Chief S. L. A. Salami, 
said that the country has witnessed a dramatic reversal 
from oil boom of the 1970's to oil nightmare in the 
1980's in the last decade. 
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